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ST COLUMBA'’s
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Parish Pastoral Council Meeting
MINUTES
Tuesday 3 May 2022, 7.30 pm

St Columba’s Parish Hall Meeting Room
	ITEM
	BY

	1. Welcome, Opening prayer and reflection 
	Fr. Peter

	2. Attendance /Apologies
Present: David Hair, Debra Galofaro, Fr. Peter, Therese Pacey, Ray Choi, Barbara Howard, Amanda Gardiner, Jennifer Cheal,  
Apologies:  Mirele Farina, Ann Coffey

	David Hair

	3. Minutes of the previous meeting
Approved

	David Hair

	4. Business arising from previous meeting
Strategic Planning Day 

· Set for Saturday 4 June @ 9:30 to 12:00

· Develop an Agenda for the meeting

· Invite Tim Nelson (Finance Committee)

Easter 

· Services were well attended

· Consider lighting needs for dusk services in future

· Some of the readers too were too soft 

· Consider alternatives for music (John Jacobs had to withdraw)

· The Marquee worked really well again

Investigate purchasing a sound system. It could be shared between the school & Parish. Specifications to include 2/3 mics + input for keyboard & ipod 

Working Bee went well. Should hold a couple of times a year at least before Easter and Christmas.

Kick-Start cafe is set to go but unable to attract workers to run it
	David Hair
Jennifer Cheal
Debra Galofaro

	5. School report 

· Covid update – Easing of restrictions is allowing us to openup more

· More community events are planned

· Assemblies are being well attended on site and via Zoom

· Welcome Disco was held last term

· Upcoming P&F meeting next week will be hybrid (onsite & Zoom)

· Mother’s Day breakfast & liturgy held Friday – 135 gifts sold with profits going to Cana

· Holy week  - Students created art work, Easter themed prayer 

· Staff Faith Formation – Engage the Heart with those in Need – Fr Peter attended the Staff Development Day – The faith of the community & staff is wonderful

· St Vinnies Flood Appeal by students is helping to raise socially aware students

· Enrollment interviews for siblings & new families commenced – thanks to Fr Peter


	Debra Galofaro

	6. Sub-committee Reports 

Social

Weekend cuppa after Sunday 8am & 10am Masses. Should keep going

· Ann will look after 29 May/ Therese 28 May

Social Justice 

· Climate change banner on front of Church: take photos and send to Australian religious response to climate change & include in Parish comms

· Proposal to promote Refugee Week at end June (25/6). Trying to get speaker/s from House of Welcome – Refugees/Asylum Seeker.  We hold a dinner we could get the ‘HoW’ to cater – parish to pay ask & then ask for a donation to go to ‘HoW’. It would be good to promote in the school 

· Federal Program – Community Refugee Sponsorship  Aust. Practical support to refugee households. Support will include supplements to assistance from careworkers – 6 to 8 workers to support for up to 12 months, help to solicalise, drive, language skills

· Weekly inserts in the bulletin re 'things to consider when voting' have been well received

· Sydney Alliance are pushing for free childcare for asylum seekers. Passed unanimously 

Liturgy - Nil

Communications 

· Strategic planning will provide direction for future communications

· Peter Rodriguez who manages Parish Website hosting advised he doesn’t have time to assist but gave permission to outsource. Jennifer will discuss with Felicity and get updated costings

· Dictaphone lives with comms equipment. Therese can now record, Ray will assist with editing

· Will add 'donate now' button to front page

· Mailchimp is working well. Picking up 2-3 new users a month


	David Hair
David Hair
Jennifer Cheal

	New Items
· Ann Coffey has resigned from the Parish Council

· Renata Popovic-Tomac should be removed from the Parish Council, Bulletin & website 

· Next year is 90th anniversary of the Parish & we should consider celebrating

· Possible celebration on St Columba’s Day – 9 June

· Barbara has material & we could source additional photos – we could arrange a display

· World Meeting of Families occurs every 3 years. The arch diocese to hold celebration at St Mary’s on 24 June. Should encourage people to part of it. Focus is on Family & Inclusiveness. Could we do something with Parish. Maybe tie in with Refugee week?

· Lenten Program were held.  Attendance numbers are low. We should consider if can we get more people interested


	Barbara Howard



Next meeting:  7 June 2022
Remaining Meetings Dates for 2022:

- 7 June 
- 19 July
- 30 August
- 11 October
- 22 November

