
Pope Francis says… 

 Parish Pastoral Council 
Contact: secretary@stcolumba.org.au 

Vision statement 

To witness to the Gospel, through the power of the 
Holy Spirit, to the eternal love of Christ; by building 
and sustaining an open, welcoming and friendly 
community in which people grow in their 
relationships with God, each other and the wider 
community. 

Mission statement 

The mission of St Columba's Parish Pastoral Council is 
to: 

 welcome and embrace new parishioners; 

 support and direct the work of the Parish Priest, 
Pastoral Associate, and parish groups; 

 support and encourage the people of St 
Columba's parish; 

 provide vision and direction to the people of St 
Columba's parish; 

 collaborate with the parish school; 

 give members of our parish community a voice; 
and 

 empower people to lead and make positive 
contributions to our parish and the wider 
community. 

To achieve this, we: 

 see; 

 judge; 

 act; and 

 review. 

We, as a group, are fundamentally committed 
to: 

 prayer and reflection; 

 our shared Catholic faith; 

 bringing Christ's love and grace to Leichhardt 
and the broader community; 

 acting co-operatively as a group based on 
participation and consensus, not factions or 
parties; and 

 facilitating the spiritual growth of all under the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit. 

Fr Peter Smith Parish Priest 
Bernard Ryan Principal 
Nicola Connors Family Ed. 
Chantal Nguyen Secretary 
Renata Popovic-Tomac 

Adrian Overs 
Dan O'Brien 
Mark Breen 
Carmel Reid 
Vasile Tiano 

Our Prayer 

Gracious God provide us with a listening heart 
that we see and hear the voice of each 

of our children. 

We ask you God to strengthen and guide 
all in our Catholic communities. 

Grant us the ability and time 
to listen carefully when children come to us 

seeking help. 

May our institutions and families respect, 
listen and do what is required to help  

all children feel safe. 

Help us to recognise the hurt felt by those 
wounded initially by abuse then again 

through the failure to be heard. 
We stand in constant need of your healing and help. 

Let your grace and love fall gently upon our children 
giving them the inner strength, peace, and  

resilience to seek out assistance when required. 

We ask you God 
to provide each us 
with the wisdom 

to involve children 
in making institutions and 

communities safer. 

PARISH GIVING 
If you participate in our Planned Giving Program using 

weekly envelopes, the new envelopes are ready for 
collection in the foyer of the Church. Some envelope 

numbers have changed, this is to reduce the number of 
excess envelopes we need to purchase (as they are 

ordered sequentially). 
 

Thank you for your continued support. 
 

If you would like to join our Planned Giving Program 
(envelopes or credit card), please complete the Parish 
Information form available in the foyer of the Church. 

Please return to the parish office or via 
email admin@stcolumba.org.au 

THE NATIVITY OF ST JOHN THE BAPTIST  

YEAR B  23RD & 24TH JUNE, 2018 
We acknowledge the traditional owners and custodians of the land on 
which  we stand. We walk on a land once occupied by the Gadigal People 

of the Eora Nation, who lived in this area for over 30,000 years. 
May we continue to love and respect the land as they have. 

From Fr Peterõs Deské. 
Parish Details: 
- 213 Elswick St, North Leichhardt 2040 
(  (02) 9569 2267 
 (02) 9569 5381 
+  admin@stcolumba.org.au 
 www.stcolumba.org.au 

Office Hours: 
9:30am-2:30pm Monday, Wednesday & Thursday 

All bulletin notices to be in by 5pm Wednesday 
(Please type or print your message clearly). 

 
 

Parish Priest: 
Fr Peter Smith…….+  admin@stscolumba.org.au 

 
 

Parish Office Administrator  
Marcia Droguett…..+  admin@stcolumba.org.au  

 
 

Pastoral Council 
Secretary………….+  secretary@stcolumba.org.au 

 
 

St Columba’s School 
Principal:  Bernard Ryan…..(  9569 1270 

 
 

Sunday Mass Times: 
Saturday Vigil……………………….5:00pm 
Sunday……………………………..……8:00am 
Sunday Family Mass……………10:00am  
 

Weekday Services: 
Tuesday: 8:30am (Communion Service) 
Friday: 8:45am (Rosary)  
Friday: 9:15am (Mass) 
 
 

Anointing Mass: 
Last Friday of each month  at 9:15am 

 
 

Reconciliation:  
Saturday at 4:30pm 

 

Baptisms 
1st Sunday of the month, except January. Please email  
Marcia, admin@stcolumba.org.au, to arrange an  
appointment prior.  

 
 

Marriages:  
By Appointment, please email Marcia, 
admin@stcolumba.org.au to arrange.  

If you would like to contribute to the Parish Planned  
Giving please speak to Fr Peter, pick up a form in the 

Church foyer or contact the office. 

                        Find us at  
                        www.facebook.com/stcolumbasleichhardt/ 

  This Week . . .  

Tuesday:   Communion Service  8:30am 
Friday:      Rosary 8:45am  
                   Stage 2 & Anointing Mass 9:15am 
Saturday:  Vigil 5pm 
Sunday:     Mass  8am  
                   Family Mass 10am 

My faith is tested many times every day, 
and more times than Iủd like to confess, 

Iủm unable to keep the banner of faith alo . 
If a promise is not kept, or if a secret is  

betrayed, or if I experience long-lasting pain,  
I begin to doubt God and Godủs love. 

I fall into the chasm of disbelieve and I cry 
out in despair. 

But then the Spirit  li s me up again, and I 
once more I am secured in faith. 

I donủt know how that happens, save when I 
cry out earnestly I am answered immediately 
and I am returned to faithfulness. I am once 
again lled with spirit and rmly planted on 

solid ground. 
 

Maya Angelu 
(Wouldnủt Take Nothing for My Journey Now, 

1993, New York, Bantam Books) 

mailto:parishsecretary@stagatha.org.au


 
 

Today’s Liturgy 
 
 

Entrance Antiphon:             John 1:6-7 ; Luke 1:17 
A man was sent from God, whose name was John. He 
came to testify to the light, to prepare a people fit for 
the Lord. 
 

1st Reading:                                      Isaiah 49:1-6  

Behold I will make you a light to the nations. 
 
 

Responsorial Psalm:                Psalm 138:1-3, 13-15  
I praise you for I am wonderfully made. 
 

2nd Reading:                                         Acts 13:22-26  

Christủs coming was announced beforehand by the 
preaching of John. 
 

Gospel Acclamation:                          Cf. Luke 1:76 
Alleluia, alleluia 
You, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; 
you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways. 
Alleluia! 
 

Gospel                                                 Luke 1:57-66, 80 

John is his name. 
 

Communion Antiphon:                        Cf. Luke 1:78 
rough the tender mercy of our God, the Dawn from 
on high will visit us. 

 

We remember all our deceased Relatives 
and Friends……  
Anniversary:  Maria Lombardi, Sebastian 
Parinetto,, Michael Horman, Clayton Hunt, 

Connie Gauci, Joshua Saunders 

Please note:  
Names will be removed from the sick list 

after 2 months, unless parish office is notified. 

We pray for all those who are sick, including: 

Beau Curtis, William Francis O’Connor, Fr George 
Carrol, Mary Gleeson, Steve Bates, Michael Brake, Bill 

Patterson, Rosa Maria Santos, Cienna Psaila, Terry 
Quailey, Patricia O’Toole, Barry Furner, Ida Pavelka, , 
Joan Windsor, Raquel Bailey, Fr John Milliken, and all 

those at The Marion Aged Care, Lewisham Nursing 
Home and Annesley House 

To our Readers, Commentators, Eucharistic Ministers & Offertory Processors 
Thank you for continuing to support your parish in this special way.  Please remember to always check the  roster and, if 
you are no longer available on one of your rostered dates, could you please arrange a replacement using the 

contact list provided with the roster.  (T he roster can be found on the website). T hank you for your assistance.   
There are also now a few more copies of ‘Break Open the Word’  in the sacristy for those who needed a copy. 

ROSTER NEXT WEEKEND: 30th June & 1st July 2018, 13th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year B 
Wisdom 1:13-15; 2:23-24  ;  Psalm 29:2, 4-6, 11-3  ;  2 Corinthians 8:7, 9, 13-15  ; 

Cf. 2 Timothy 1:10  ;  Mark 5:21-43 

 SATURDAY SUNDAY 
 5pm 8am 10.00am 

Commentator Tim Nelson Therese Briggs Connie King 

Reader Loretto Richardson Steve Rabbit Paula Ceroli 

Offertory Lena LoSurdo 
Mary Restuccia 

Terri Macks 
Colleen Schneider Family Mass 

Ministers of the 
Eucharist 

Anne-Marie Whelan 
Sr. Elly 

Gail Herbert 

Adrian Overs 
Janie De Beck 

Catherine King 
Amanda Sapienza 

Rosa Riotto 

Marion Aged Care 
Minister Thursday, 28th June  - The Marion - Carmel Reid  

       St Vincent de Paul 
          Winter Appeal       
        NEXT WEEKEND 
St Vincent de Paul's Winter 
Appeal will be on the  
weekend of 30th June &  
1st July.   T he money 
raised helps those less  

fortunate in our community with things like food, 
clothing, furniture and assistance with bills.  
Thank you again for your ongoing support. 

   Social Justice - St Columba’s 
 
 
 
 

The minutes from our meeting of 6th June are now  
available on the St Columba's website. 

Our next meeting is 4th July at 6 pm in the parish 
meeting room.  Please feel free to join us and share a 
meal. If you'd like to know more please feel free to 
contact Therese Briggs theris58@gmail.com 
 
Women's refuge 
What a fabulous response to the call out!  Again we've 
been overwhelmed by the generosity of our parish 
community - in both financial and gift donations.  We 
have boxes and boxes and bags and bags full of items 
that range from soap to school shoes from toiletries 
bags to toothpaste. We are currently working with  
Jamie Parker's office to organise delivery of the items. 

Thank you again for making a difference to those 
whose lives have been affected by domestic violence. 

Refugee week  
#WithRefugees is the theme for this year's Refugee 
Week 2018 

This year Refugee Week culminates at St Columba's 
with our guest speakers at 5pm mass on the 23rd and 
8am and 10am on 24thJune. Our speakers are people 
who have made the brave and difficult journey and 
will share a story about their lives before and after 
their journeys, living in Australia and their hopes and 
dreams. Don't forget to stay for our "After Mass  
Cuppa" and have a chat. 

The"New Beginnings" festival at the Refugee  
Welcome Centre  is on this weekend. Lots of fun, 
events and yummy food. Saturday 23rd June until  
Sunday 24th June. You might even see some fa-
miliar faces from our parish community who will be 
working as guides and information officer. Check out 
the dates and events at https://
www.newbeginningsfestival.com.au/ 

We've been cooking up a storm and will be selling 
our "Rocky Road for Refugees" sweets, treats, jams 
and pickles after each mass on the 23rd and 24th June. 
So get in early for your favourites. 

The Refugee Welcome Centre is always looking 
for volunteers so if you would like to help out 
and volunteer at any time please feel free to contact 
Therese Briggs theris58@gmail.com or Fay 
Hair fayhair@hotmail.com 

Or if you'd like to help in other ways there's many or-
ganisations that would like to hear from you - here's 
just a few: 
Jesuit Refugee Service Australia https://www.jrs.org.au/ 
Asylum Seeker Resource Centre https://www.asrc.org.au/
Settlement Services International https://www.ssi.org.au/ 

PARISH CUPPA - THIS WEEKEND 
Please join us for a tea or coffee at one of our 
Parish Cuppa’s, after all weekend masses, Tea, 

coffee and biscuits provided. It’s a lovely opportunity to 
chat to fellow parishioners. All welcome  

Social Justice - St Columba’s 

World Day of Migrants and Refugees.  
And as we come to the end of this year's Refugee 
Week it is interesting to note that in 1914 Pope Pius X 
established January 14th as World Day of Migrants 
and Refugees. He did this af ter becoming  
concerned for the number of refugees following World 
War I.  
This year on the 14th January  Pope Francis lead a 
mass where he invited and welcomed migrants,  
refugees and asylum seekers. He acknowledged the 
fear of rising numbers of migrants and refugees and 
said that "having doubts and fears is not a sin".  "The 
sin is to allow these fears to determine  our responses, 
to limit our choices, to compromise respect and  
generosity, to feed hostility and rejection". Pope  
Francis urged us to "open [ourselves] without  
prejudice to their rich diversity [of migrants and  
refugees] to understand the hopes and potential of the 
newly arrived as well as their fears and  
vulnerabilities".  
You can read more here: https://cruxnow.com/
vatican/2018/01/14/fear-immigrants-not-sin-driven-
pope-says/ 

"God gave the earth to the whole human race for 
the sustenance of all its members, without exclud-
ing or favouring anyone" (Laudato Si #93.) 
 

Ban the plastic bag 
Congratulations to Woolworths! They banned the  
single use plastic bag on 20 June.  As Woolworths  
provided 3.2 billion plastic bags a year to shoppers, 
and the estimated time to for plastic to break down is 
450 years to never, this is a significant decision for our 
environment. Other supermarkets are expected to  
follow soon. 

     
Christmas in July 

12pm Sunday 29th July  
Please join us for Christmas in July lunch  

at Barnwell Park Golf Club. 
$35 for delicious two course meal 

$10 for Children’s meal 
Drinks at own cost 

Tickets available for sale after all  
weekend Masses or order by phone from: 

Gail Herbert at 5pm Mass 0412-361-162 
Carmel at 8am Mass 0410-795-820 

Margaret at 8am Mass  0410-310-234 
Renata at 10am Mass 0411-140-125 
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