Fifth Sunday of Lent, Year B

Pope Francis says…

17th & 18th March, 2018

Parish Pastoral Council
Contact: secretary@stcolumba.org.au

We acknowledge the traditional owners and custodians of the land on
which we stand. We walk on a land once occupied by the Gadigal People
of the Eora Nation, who lived in this area for over 30,000 years.
May we continue to love and respect the land as they have.

Vision statement
To witness to the Gospel, through the power of the
Holy Spirit, to the eternal love of Christ; by building
and sustaining an open, welcoming and friendly
community in which people grow in their
relationships with God, each other and the wider
community.
Mission statement
The mission of St Columba's Parish Pastoral Council is
to:
St Columba’s Community—Lenten Prayer
Ever present and Provident God,
As we journey during these Lenten days, open our
eyes that we might see your face in people close to us
and those in our world who are in need. Help each of
us to recognize what we can and must do in your
name.
Touch our hearts with your compassion. May we
recognize those who are weary in spirit, those who are
struggling and those who are searching for meaning.
May we see and respond to anyone in need.
GIVE US GENEROUS HEARTS
….PAUSE
Open our ears that we may hear the cries of those who
are lonely, distressed and grieving. May our ears hear
your invitation to reach out in prayerful and practical
ways to those close to us and those who are suffering
and being treated unjustly in our world.
GIVE US EARS THAT HEAR THE CRIES OF THE
NEEDY
….PAUSE
You have given each of us and all of us the gift of
faith. May these Lenten days see us grow in our
personal and communal faith as we ponder your life,
death and resurrection.
MAY WE NEVER TAKE FOR GRANTED WHAT
WE HAVE BEEN GIVEN
….PAUSE
God of our journey, may our prayer, fasting and almsgiving this Lent be for your greater glory. We make
our prayer with Jesus your son and our brother
AMEN










welcome and embrace new parishioners;
support and direct the work of the Parish Priest,
Pastoral Associate, and parish groups;
support and encourage the people of St
Columba's parish;
provide vision and direction to the people of St
Columba's parish;
collaborate with the parish school;
give members of our parish community a voice;
and
empower people to lead and make positive
contributions to our parish and the wider
community.

To achieve this, we:












see;
judge;
act; and
review.

Parish Priest:
Fr Peter Smith……. admin@stscolumba.org.au

Parish Office Administrator
Marcia Droguett….. admin@stcolumba.org.au
Pastoral Council
Parish Secretary… secretary@stcolumba.org.au
St Columba’s School
Principal: Bernard Ryan….. 9569 1270

Weekday Services:

prayer and reflection;
our shared Catholic faith;
bringing Christ's love and grace to Leichhardt
and the broader community;
acting co-operatively as a group based on
participation and consensus, not factions or
parties; and
facilitating the spiritual growth of all under the
guidance of the Holy Spirit.

Fr Peter Smith Parish Priest
Bernard Ryan Principal
Nicola Connors Family Ed.
Chantal Nguyen Secretary
Renata Popovic-Tomac

Office Hours:
9:30am-2:30pm Tues, Wed & Thursday
All bulletin notices to be in by 10am Thursday
(Please type or print your message clearly).

Sunday Mass Times:
Saturday Vigil…………..5:00pm
Sunday………………………8:00am
Sunday Family Mass…10:00am

We, as a group, are fundamentally committed
to:


Parish Details:
 213 Elswick St, North Leichhardt 2040
 (02) 9569 2267
(02) 9569 5381
 admin@stcolumba.org.au
www.stcolumba.org.au
Find us at
www.facebook.com/stcolumbasleichhardt/

Adrian Overs
Dan O'Brien
Mark Breen
Carmel Reid
Vasile Tiano

Tuesday:
Friday:
Friday:

8:30am (Communion Service)
8:45am (Rosary)
Stations of the Cross during Lent
9:15am (Mass)

Anointing Mass:
Last Friday of each month at 9:15am
Reconciliation:
Saturday at 4:30pm

Baptisms
1st Sunday of the month, except January. Please email
Marcia, admin@stcolumba.org.au, to arrange an
appointment prior.

Marriages:
By Appointment, please email Marcia,
admin@stcolumba.org.au to arrange.
If you would like to contribute to the Parish Planned Giving please speak to Fr Peter, or pick up a form in the
Church foyer or contact the office.

From Fr Peter’s Desk….

CATECHESIS About Liturgy
Memorizing readings:
Some people have a great gift for memorizing texts.
I’ve seen some excellent priests proclaim the gospel
reading (every Sunday!) from memory, never straying
from the approved translation or paraphrasing it in
their own words. Perhaps they have a photographic
memory. Whereas for me, I need to take many hours
in contemplation and repetition with a reading in
order to memorize it well until it becomes a part of me.

Today’s first reading from Jeremiah speaks eloquently
of God writing his covenant not on tablets of stone but
on his people’s hearts so that “[n]o longer will they
have need to teach their friends and relatives I how to
know the LORD.” In this way, God’s law becomes
something that we do not so much memorize as
internalize. In other words, being in right relationship
with God means being in a relationship of love, not of
fear.
This intimate relationship with God through Scripture
is something that lectors can nurture if they practice a
discipline of memorizing at least parts of their readings
each week. The purpose of this is not to proclaim the
readings from memory, although there may be
appropriate times when a lector might do this. The
goal, rather, is to become so intimately familiar with
the text that the lector no longer “thinks” about
reading the text but merely speaks it from the heart.
Even if a lector, deacon, or priest memorizes a
complete reading and is able to proclaim it without
using the Lectionary or Book of Gospels, there is still
symbolic value to the reader standing at the ambo with
the open book. Even if they never look at the book, by
proclaiming the reading from the book, they
communicate that this is not their word but God’s,
handed down from generation to generation and from
heart to heart.

Today’s Liturgy
Entrance Antiphon:
Cf. Isaiah 66:10-11
Give me justice, O God,
and plead my cause against a nation that is faithless.
From the deceitful and cunning rescue me, for you, O
God, are my strength.
1st Reading:
Jeremiah 31:31-34
The days are coming when I will make a new
covenant with Israel and I will forgive their iniquity.
Responsorial Psalm:
Psalm 50:3-4, 12-15
Create a clean heart in me, O God.
2nd Reading:
Hebrews 5:7-9
He learnt to obey and became for all the source of
eternal salvation.
Gospel Acclamation:
John 12:26
Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ! If you
serve me, follow me, says the Lord; and where I am,
my servant will also be. Glory to You, Word of God,
Lord Jesus Christ!
Gospel:
John 12:20-33
If a grain of wheat falls on the ground and dies, it
yields a rich harvest.

Communion Antiphon:
John 12:24
Amen, Amen I say to you: Unless a grain of wheat
falls to the ground and dies, it remains a single grain.
Bit if it dies, it bears much fruit.
We remember all our deceased Relatives and
Friends……
Recently Deceased: Liz Gill-Beckett
Anniversary: Leonilde Ceroli, Pat Harrison, David
Watson, George Blayney

Please note:
Names will be removed from the sick list
after 2 months, unless parish office is notified.
We pray for all those who are sick, including:
William Francis O’Connor, Fr George Carrol, Charlie
Smith, Mary Gleeson, Steve Bates, Dorothy New,
Michael Brake, Bill Patterson, Rosa Maria Santos,
Cienna Psaila, Terry Quailey, Patricia O’Toole, Barry
Furner, Ida Pavelka, Noeline Ashino, Joan Windsor,
Damian O’Neill, Raquel Bailey, Fr John Milliken, and
all those at The Marion Aged Care,
Lewisham Nursing Home and Annesley House
Stations of the Cross on Good Friday
*St Thomas Becket’s, Lewisham - 10am
*St Patrick's, Summer Hill - 10am
*All Hallows, Five Dock - 9:30am
*St Brendan, Annandale - 10am
*St Joan of Arc, Haberfield - 10.00am in English and
7.30pm in Italian
*St Fiacre's, Leichhardt - 10:30am in English and
7:30pm in Italian
*St Marys Cathedral, Sydney - 10am

This Week . . .
Tuesday:
Friday:

Communion Service 8:30am
Stations of the Cross 8:45am
Anointing Mass 9:15am
(instead of next Friday, as it is Good Friday)

All welcome

To our Readers, Commentators, Eucharistic Ministers & Offertory Processors
Thank you for continuing to support your parish in this special way. Please remember to always check the roster and, if
you are no longer available on one of your rostered dates, could you please arrange a replacement using the
contact list provided with the roster. (T he roster can be found on the website). Thank you for your assistance.

ROSTER NEXT WEEKEND: 24th & 25th March 2018, Palm Sunday, Year B
Isaiah 50:4-7 ; Psalm 21:8-9, 17-20, 23-24 ; Philippians 2:6-11 ; Philippians 2:8-9 ; Mark 15:1-39
SATURDAY
SUNDAY
5pm
8am
10.00am
Commentator
Eve Reskakis
Fay Hair
Paula Ceroli
Reader

Pat McDonald

David Hair

Gordon Burke

Offertory

Lynette Arena
Robyn Bird

Maria Jenkins
Terri Macks

Family Mass

Ministers of the
Eucharist

Juliana Bates
Sr Elly
Steve Pardy

Margaret Perry
Bozena Zurek

Tania Peccedi
Amanda Sapienza
Rosa Riotto

Marion Aged Care
Minister

Thursday, 22nd March - The Marion - Sr Elly

Liturgy Committee Update
Dates and Times for Easter
MASS OF RECONCILIATION,
WEDNESDAY 28th March at 7PM
HOLY THURSDAY 29th March at 7PM
GOOD FRIDAY 30th March at 3PM
SATURDAY EASTER VIGIL 31st March at 5PM
EASTER SUNDAY 1st April at 8AM & 10AM

Private Movie Screening
Paul, Apostle Of Christ
Tuesday, 27 March 2018
12pm, 3pm or 6pm
Paul, Apostle of Christ is the
new and highly anticipated film
which explores Saint Paul’s final
days. Starring Jim Caviezel,
Olivier Martinez and James
Faulkner in the title role.
You are invited to 3 special screenings on at Dendy
Opera Quays on Tuesday, 27 March 2018
Choose between the 12pm, 3pm or 6pm sessions
with tickets selling for only $12 each.
Proceeds from ticket sales will benefit the Priests’
Retirement Foundation.
To reserve your seat phone the Development and
Fundraising Office on 1800 753 959.
No tickets sold on the day.
Social Justice Update
At our meeting on 7th March we shared a meal and
welcomed some new members.
The Human Rights Education Program is into its last
week and 8 of our Parish Community attending the
Course. They are looking forward to becoming
volunteers at the Refugee Resource centre.
In line with Pope Francis’ Laudate Si we’re also
excited about an opportunity to live our faith by
exploring solar power and energy efficiency through the
“Caring for Creation through Solar”. We are
planning an information session in May or June this
year and hope to work with the Pastoral Council, St
Columba's School and SVDP to make that happen. But
there’s a bit of work to do before then so stay tuned for
more information as it comes along. Pope Francis states
that “concern for the natural world is no longer
'optional' but is an integral part of the Church teaching
on social justice."
SAVE THE DATE:
We are hosting David’s Place on the 6th May at 10
am mass with lunch afterwards.
Our next meeting is 4th April at 6 pm.
Bring a plate to share.

The last Parish Liturgy Committee meeting was to
discuss arrangements for Holy Week and Easter.
We have wonderful liturgies throughout Holy Week
and Easter, this is because of the active
community we have at St. Columba’s.
Sign up sheets have been placed on the
notice board in the foyer of the church for
the forthcoming liturgies. Please print email
addresses clearly so that we can email you
your reading and a reflection.
If you are able to provide palms for Palm
Sunday (25th March) that would be
most useful as the supplier has gone out
of business.
Music is an im portant part of the
Easter celebration, if you are interested in
joining the musicians please come along to
a practice after 5pm Mass on the
24th March.
For readers during the Easter Triduum there will be a
practice after the Reconciliation Mass on
28th March 7pm.

Thank you all for your participation in our liturgies,
it is as a community that we celebrate.
Up coming Sacraments 2018
First Reconciliation
(commenced)
Confirmation
Sunday 17th June at 10am
(Preparation Classes 1 day a week, for 4 weeks,
commencing week of 14th May)
First Communion
Saturday 8th September at 5pm OR
Sunday 9th September at10am
(Preparation Classes 1 day a week, for 4 weeks,
commencing week of 13th August)
Actual days and times of all the preparation classes
will be communicated closer to the time, all depending
on parent leaders
PARISH CUPPA—NEXT WEEKEND
24th & 25th March, instead of the
Easter Weekend.
Please join us next weekend after all Masses for a cup
of tea or coffee and a biscuit. It is a nice opportunity to
meet & chat to your fellow parishioners. All welcome
St Columba’s Pastoral Council
Will meet this Tuesday 20th March at
7:30pm. Minutes from the previous
meeting can be found on the parish website.

