POPE FRANCIS’ WORDS
Do you want to fast this Lent?

* Fast from hurting words and say kind words.

* Fast from sadness and be filled with gratitude.

¢ Fast from anger and be filled with patience.

Fast from pessimism and be filled with hope.
Fast from worries and trust in God.

Fast from complaints and contemplate simplicity.
Fast from pressures and be prayerful.

Fast from bitterness and fill you heart with joy.

» Fast from grudges and be reconciled.
» Fast from words and be silent so you can listen.

St Columba’s Community—Lenten Prayer

Ever present and Provident God,

As we journey during these Lenten days, open our eyes
that we might see your face in people close to us and those
in our world who are in need. Help each of us to recognize
what we can and must do in your name.

Touch our hearts with your compassion. May we recognize
those who are weary in spirit, those who are struggling and
those who are searching for meaning. May we see and
respond to anyone in need.

GIVE US GENEROUS HEARTS

... PAUSE

Open our ears that we may hear the cries of those who are
lonely, distressed and grieving. May our ears hear your in-
vitation to reach out in prayerful and practical ways to
those close to us and those who are suffering and being
treated unjustly in our world.

GIVE US EARS THAT HEAR THE CRIES OF THE
NEEDY

...PAUSE

You have given each of us and all of us the gift of faith.
May these Lenten days see us grow in our personal and
communal faith as we as ponder your life, death and resur-
rection.

MAY WE NEVER TAKE FOR GRANTED WHAT WE
HAVE BEEN GIVEN

...PAUSE

God of our journey, may our prayer, fasting and almsgiving
this Lent be for your greater glory. We make our prayer
with Jesus your son and our brother

AMEN

Pope Francis says...
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Fast from selfishness and be compassionate to other

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL
VISION STATEMENT

To witness to the Gospel, through the power of the
Holy Spirit, to the eternal love of Christ; by building
and sustaining an open, welcoming and friendly
community in which people grow in their
relationships with God, each other and the wider
community.

MISSION STATEMENT

The mission of St Columba's Parish Pastoral Council is
to:

o welcome and embrace new parishioners;

. support and direct the work of the Parish Priest,
Pastoral Associate, and parish groups;

. support and encourage the people of St
Columba's parish;

. provide vision and direction to the people of St
Columba's parish;

o collaborate with the parish school;

. give members of our parish community a voice;
and

. empower people to lead and make positive
contributions to our parish and the wider
community.

To ACHIEVE THIS, WE:

. see;
. judge;

o act; and
o review.

WE, AS A GROUP, ARE FUNDAMENTALLY COMMITTED
TO:

. prayer and reflection;
o our shared Catholic faith;

. bringing Christ's love and grace to Leichhardt
and the broader community;

. acting co-operatively as a group based on
participation and consensus, not factions or
parties; and

. facilitating the spiritual growth of all under the
guidance of the Holy Spirit.
MEMBERS OF THE PASTORAL COUNCIL ARE:

Fr Peter Smith Parish Priest Adrian Overs

Bernard Ryan Principal Dan O'Brien
Nicola Connors Family Ed. Mark Breen
Chantal Nguyen Secretary Carmel Reid

Vasile Tiano

Renata Popovic-Tomac

Parish Details:

@M 213 Elswick St, North Leichhardt 2040
= (02) 9569 2267

(02) 9569 5381

(=] admin@stcolumba.org.au

“B www.stcolumba.org.au

i)b rocowuson |Find us at
facebook www.facebook.com/stcolumbasleichhardt/

Office Hours:
9:30am-2:30pm Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday

All bulletin notices to be in by 10am Thursday
(Please type or print your message clearly).

Parish Priest:
Fr Peter Smith

Parish Office Administrator
Marcia Droguett

St Columba’s School
Principal: Bernard Ryan

[=] admin@stscolumba.org.au

[=] admin@stcolumba.org.au

= 9569 1270

Sunday Mass Times:
Saturday Vigil

Sunday Family Mass

Weekday Services:

Tuesday: 8:30am (Communion Service)
8:45am (Rosary)
Stations of the Cross during Lent.

9:15am (Mass)

Friday:

Friday:

Anointing Mass:
Last Friday of each month at 9:15am

Reconciliation:
Saturday at 4:30pm

Baptisms
1st Sunday of the month, except January. Please

email Marcia, admin@stcolumba.org.au, to
arrange an appointment prior.

Marriages:

By Appointment, please email Marcia,
admin@stcolumba.org.au to arrange.

If you would like to contribute to the Parish Planned
Giving please speak to Fr Peter, or pick up a form in
the Church foyer or contact the office.

FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT, YEAR B
17th & 18th February, 2018

WE ACKNOWLEDGE THE TRADITIONAL OWNERS AND CUSTODIANS OF THE LAND ON
WHICH WE STAND. WE WALK ON A LAND ONCE OCCUPIED BY THE GADIGAL PEOPLE
OF THE EORA NATION, WHO LIVED IN THIS AREA FOR OVER 30,000 YEARS.
MAY WE CONTINUE TO LOVE AND RESPECT THE LAND AS THEY HAVE.

ST COLUMBA’s

CATHOLIC CHURCH ¢ LEICHHARDT NORTH

From Fr Peter’s
Desk.......

CATECHESIS About Liturgy

Lenten environment: Many of us haveit in our
Catholic imagination that Lent is about the desert. One
reason for this is today’s gospel reading, which, on the
First Sunday of Lent, is always about Jesus’ temptation
in the desert. But beyond that reference, nothing else
about Lent implies desert or dryness, much less cacti or
sand.

The Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy says that Lent
has a twofold nature: “[By] the recalling of Baptism or
the preparation for it, and Penance ... the church
prepares the faithful for the celebration of Easter, while
they listen more attentively to God’s word and devote
more time to prayer. Accordingly ... more use is to be
made of the baptismal features which are part of the
Lenten liturgy” (109). Join this directive with today’s
first reading about Noah and the flood and the second
reading connecting that flood with the saving waters of
baptism, and we get something that looks a lot more
like spring with its thunderstorms and new buds
bending under the weight of that water.

That image of new life in need of extra care from
sudden storms is what this First Sunday of Lent is about
as the church makes a covenant with its most
vulnerable-the elect. The promise we give them is that
they too will be saved, like Noah, by the flood of God’s
grace in the waters of baptism at the upcoming Easter
Vigil. We, the church, will be their ark of safety during
these last few weeks of temptation, doubt, and second
thoughts.

We who are baptized are to be examples for these elect
of ongoing conversion and renewal, of repentance and
deeper commitment to living out the vows of our
baptism. This is why we must make more use of the
baptismal features that are proper to the Lenten liturgy
in order to help us remember our own baptismal vows
for the sake of those who are preparing to make those
vows for the first time. Therefore, get rid of the sand
and cacti. Make sure all your fonts are overflowing
with water. Preach about baptism and what it means to
live as baptized people who face daily temptations with
the courage and faith of Jesus.

Living Liturgy: Spirituality, Celebration, and Catechesis for
Sundays and Solemnities 2018, © 2017 The Order of St. Benedict,
Liturgical Press, Collegeville, Minnesota 56321
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