
Pope Francis says… 

Parish Pastoral Council 

Vision statement 

To witness to the Gospel, through the power of the 
Holy Spirit, to the eternal love of Christ; by building 
and sustaining an open, welcoming and friendly 
community in which people grow in their 
relationships with God, each other and the wider 
community. 

Mission statement 

The mission of St Columba's Parish Pastoral Council is 
to: 

 welcome and embrace new parishioners; 

 support and direct the work of the Parish Priest, 
Pastoral Associate, and parish groups; 

 support and encourage the people of St 
Columba's parish; 

 provide vision and direction to the people of St 
Columba's parish; 

 collaborate with the parish school; 

 give members of our parish community a voice; 
and 

 empower people to lead and make positive 
contributions to our parish and the wider 
community. 

To achieve this, we: 

 see; 

 judge; 

 act; and 

 review. 

We, as a group, are fundamentally committed 
to: 

 prayer and reflection; 

 our shared Catholic faith; 

 bringing Christ's love and grace to Leichhardt 
and the broader community; 

 acting co-operatively as a group based on 
participation and consensus, not factions or 
parties; and 

 facilitating the spiritual growth of all under the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit. 

Members of the Pastoral Council are: 

Fr Peter Smith Parish Priest 
Bernard Ryan Principal 
Nicola Connors Family Ed. 
Chantal Nguyen Secretary 
Renata Popovic-Tomac 

Adrian Overs 
Dan O'Brien 
Mark Breen 
Carmel Reid 
Vasile Tiano 

        St Columba’s Community—Lenten Prayer 
 

Ever present and Provident God,  
As we journey during these Lenten days, open our eyes 
that we might see your face in people close to us and those 
in our world who are in need. Help each of us to recognize 
what we can and must do in your name.  
Touch our hearts with your compassion. May we recognize 
those who are weary in spirit, those who are struggling and 
those who are searching for meaning. May we see and  
respond to anyone in need. 
 

GIVE US GENEROUS HEARTS 
….PAUSE 
Open our ears that we may hear the cries of those who are 
lonely, distressed and grieving. May our ears hear your in-
vitation to reach out in prayerful and practical ways to 
those close to us and those who are suffering and being 
treated unjustly in our world. 
 

GIVE US EARS THAT HEAR THE CRIES OF THE 
NEEDY 
….PAUSE 
You have given each of us and all of us the gift of faith. 
May these Lenten days see us grow in our personal and 
communal faith as we as ponder your life, death and resur-
rection. 
 

MAY WE NEVER TAKE FOR GRANTED WHAT WE 
HAVE BEEN GIVEN 
….PAUSE 
God of our journey, may our prayer, fasting and almsgiving 
this Lent be for your greater glory. We make our prayer 
with Jesus your son and our brother 

AMEN 

First Sunday of Lent, Year B 
17th & 18th February, 2018 

We acknowledge the traditional owners and custodians of the land on 
which  we stand. We walk on a land once occupied by the Gadigal People 

of the Eora Nation, who lived in this area for over 30,000 years. 
May we continue to love and respect the land as they have. 

From Fr Peter’s 

Desk……. 

CATECHESIS  About Liturgy 
 
Lenten environment: Many of us have it in our 
Catholic imagination that Lent is about the desert. One 
reason for this is today’s gospel reading, which, on the 
First Sunday of Lent, is always about Jesus’ temptation 
in the desert. But beyond that reference, nothing else 
about Lent implies desert or dryness, much less cacti or 
sand.  

The Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy says that Lent 
has a twofold nature: “[By] the recalling of Baptism or 
the preparation for it, and Penance … the church 
prepares the faithful for the celebration of Easter, while 
they listen more attentively to God’s word and devote 
more time to prayer. Accordingly … more use is to be 
made of the baptismal features which are part of the 
Lenten liturgy” (109). Join this directive with today’s 
first reading about Noah and the flood and the second 
reading connecting that flood with the saving waters of 
baptism, and we get something that looks a lot more 
like spring with its thunderstorms and new buds 
bending under the weight of that water. 

That image of new life in need of extra care from 
sudden storms is what this First Sunday of Lent is about 
as the church makes a covenant with its most 
vulnerable-the elect. The promise we give them is that 
they too will be saved, like Noah, by the flood of God’s 
grace in the waters of baptism at the upcoming Easter 
Vigil. We, the church, will be their ark of safety during 
these last few weeks of temptation, doubt, and second 
thoughts. 

We who are baptized are to be examples for these elect 
of ongoing conversion and renewal, of repentance and 
deeper commitment to living out the vows of our 
baptism. This is why we must make more use of the 
baptismal features that are proper to the Lenten liturgy 
in order to help us remember our own baptismal vows 
for the sake of those who are preparing to make those 
vows for the first time. Therefore, get rid of the sand 
and cacti. Make sure all your fonts are overflowing 
with water. Preach about baptism and what it means to 
live as baptized people who face daily temptations with 
the courage and faith of Jesus. 

Living Liturgy: Spirituality, Celebration, and Catechesis for 
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Parish Details: 
 213 Elswick St, North Leichhardt 2040 
 (02) 9569 2267 

 (02) 9569 5381 
 admin@stcolumba.org.au 
 www.stcolumba.org.au 

Office Hours: 
9:30am-2:30pm Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday 
 
 

All bulletin notices to be in by 10am Thursday 
(Please type or print your message clearly). 
 

Parish Priest: 
Fr Peter Smith ...............  admin@stscolumba.org.au 
 

Parish Office Administrator  
Marcia Droguett .............  admin@stcolumba.org.au 
 

St Columba’s School 
Principal:  Bernard Ryan ...........................  9569 1270 
 
 
 

Sunday Mass Times: 
Saturday Vigil ......................................................... 5:00pm 
Sunday ....................................................................... 8:00am 
Sunday Family Mass ...................................... ……10:00am  
 

Weekday Services: 

Tuesday: 8:30am (Communion Service) 
Friday: 8:45am (Rosary)  
  Stations of the Cross during Lent. 
Friday: 9:15am (Mass) 

Anointing Mass: 
Last Friday of each month  at 9:15am 

Reconciliation:  
Saturday at 4:30pm 
 
 

Baptisms 
1st Sunday of the month, except January. Please 
email Marcia, admin@stcolumba.org.au, to  
arrange an appointment prior. 
 

Marriages:  
By Appointment, please email Marcia, 
admin@stcolumba.org.au to arrange. 

If you would like to contribute to the Parish Planned 
Giving please speak to Fr Peter, or pick up a form in 

the Church foyer or contact the office. 

 Find us at  
                      www.facebook.com/stcolumbasleichhardt/ 



ROSTER NEXT WEEKEND: 24th & 25th February 2018, Second Sunday of Lent, Year B 
Genesis 22:1-2, 9-13, 15-18 ;  Psalm 115:10, 15-19 ; Romans 8:31-34 ;  Ma hew 17:5  ;  Mark 9:2-10 

 SATURDAY SUNDAY 
 5pm 8am 10.00am 

Commentator Pat McDonald David Hair Naomi Jacobs 

Reader Sr Elly Fay Hair Tania Peccedi 

Offertory 
Reskakis Family Adrian Overs 

Janie De Beck Family Mass 

Ministers of the 
Eucharist 

Marcia Barney 
Robyn Rodwell 

Anne-Marie Whelan 

Maria Jenkins 
Bozena Zurek 

Paula Ceroli 
Gordon Burke 
Dan O’Brien 

Marion Aged Care 
Minister Thursday 22nd  February 2018 - The Marion - Steve Burke 

Today’s Liturgy 

Entrance Antiphon: Cf. Psalm 90:15-16 
When he calls on me, I will answer him; 
I will deliver him and give him glory, 
I will grant him length of days. 

1st Reading: Genesis 9:8-15   
I will recall the covenant between myself and 
youỴ.the waters shall never again become a ood to 
destroy all esh. 

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 24:4-9    
Your ways, O Lord, are love and truth, to those who 
keep your covenant. 

2nd Reading: 1 Peter 3:18-22   
e water of the ood is a type of the baptism 

which saves you now. 

Gospel Acclamation: Ma hew 4:4   
Alleluia, Alleluia! 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory! 
No one lives on bread alone, 
But on every word that comes from the mouth of God. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory! 
Alleluia! 

Gospel: Mark 1:12-15 
He was tempted by Satan, and the angels looked a er 
him. 

We remember all our deceased Relatives 
and Friends……  
Recently Deceased: Elaine Fitcher  

Anniversary:  Pamela Rowles, Patricia Dunne, Kim 
Fletcher, Mario Col 

St Columba’s School Newsletter can be found 
online at  
ƘǧǇΥκκǎŎƭŜƛŎƘƘŀǊŘǘΦǎŎƘƻƻƭȊƛƴŜǇƭǳǎΦŎƻƳκψǊκ
.мнκрŀтōŘрŎŜŦоŦпŦ 

Please note:  
Names will be removed from the sick list 

after 2 months, unless parish office is notified. 

We pray for all those who are sick, including: 

Charlie Smith, Mary Gleeson, Steve Bates, Dorothy 
New, Michael Brake, Bill Patterson, Rosa Maria Santos, 
Cienna Psaila, Terry Quailey, Patricia O’Toole, Barry 
Furner, Ida Pavelka, Noeline Ashino, Joan Windsor, 

Damian O’Neill, Raquel Bailey, Fr John Milliken, and 
all those at The Marion Aged Care, 

Lewisham Nursing Home and Annesley House 

  This Week . . .  

 Tuesday:         Communion Service  8:30am 
Friday:            Stations of the Cross 8:45am 
                         Anointing Mass at 9:15am 

To our Readers, Commentators, Eucharistic Ministers & Offertory Processors 
Thank you for continuing to support your parish in this special way.  Please remember to always check the  

roster and, if you are no longer available on one of your rostered dates, could you please arrange a 
replacement using the contact list provided with the roster.  (A copy of the roster can be found on the web-

site).   Thank you for your assistance. 

Walk the Lenten Journey on your Mobile Phone 
The Xt3 Lent Calendar 2018 App is available for  

download on Apple and Android devices (search for 
Xt3 Lent) and it can be viewed from the website: 

www.xt3.com/lent 
Each day will unlock a new video, meditation or pod-
cast, to help you prayerfully journey through Lent.  

The theme for the Xt3 Lent Calendar 2018 is  
"Let us keep our eyes fixed on Jesus." 

St Columba's Social Justice Committee 

Our St Columba's Social Justice Committee met on 7th 
February.  Moones Mansoubi, Co-ordinator of the  
Refugee Welcome Centre Rozelle was our guest and 
she updated the group on the activities planned 
around Refugee week in June, skilled training and con-
versation groups for our friends at the Welcome Cen-
tre, how we can help. For more information see the 
minutes on our website. 

A mass and lunch for David's Place will be held on the 
6 May. More information to follow. 

Our next meeting Tim Nelson and Felicity Wade will 
speak on a great solar power initiative  Caring For 
Creation Through Solar http://justiceandpeace.org.au/
caring-for-creation-through-solar/ This is based on 
Pope Francis' Laudato Si and provides opportunities 
for solar power on schools, churches and parishioners. 
So stay tuned!… 

Next meeting is Wednesday 7 March at 6pm. Bring a 
meal to share! 

If you'd like to know more please feel free to contact 
Elizabeth Mulrennan emmwisa@gmail.com or Therese 
Briggs theris58@gmail.com 

Josephite Justice Network - Writing Rings for 
Righting Wrongs  
The Josephite Sisters have a social justice arm and they 
reach people through a newsletter call "Writing Rings 
for Righting Wrongs". This edition they are focussing 
on our Government's plan to push the sale of arms and 
urging people to pray, speak and act for peace. They 
are inviting people to send a message to our Govern-
ment. If you'd like to know more on how you can be 
effective  https://www.sosj.org.au/wp-content/
uploads/2018/02/Merchants-of-Death.pdf 

and http://www.cathnews.com/media-releases/1195-
180202-sosj-merchants-of-death-profiteering-from-the-
arms-trade/file  

As Pope Francis says “It is an absurd contradiction to 
speak of peace….and at the same time to promote the 
arms trade”  

Rozelle Refugee Welcome Centre - Human 
Rights Education for volunteers 
16th February - 9th March 
A Human Rights course will be run at the Rozelle Ref-
ugee Welcome Centre each Friday from 16th March - 
23rd March from 10am - 2pm.   
This course if free and lunch is provided.  
This is a prerequisite course for anyone that wants to 
participate in the welcome program. So, if you've put 
your name down to volunteer and are still  
interested please send your nomination as soon as 
possible to Moones Mansoubi mmansoubi@ssi.org.au 

The course is run in partnership with Inner west 
Council, TAFE NSW and the Justice and Peace Office. 
On the other hand you may feel that you would like to 
help and have some prior and relevant learning that 
could be recognised. If so please send your name and 
details of your learning to Elizabeth Mulrennan 
emmwisa@gmail.com b9² {¢!w¢ 5!¢9Υ CǊƛŘŀȅ мсǘƘ aŀǊŎƘτноǊŘ aŀǊŎƘ   

¢9!/I9wΥ 5Ǌ tŀǳƭŀ !ōƻƻŘ  

PLEASE EMAIL mmansoubi@ssi.org.au 

Chanel College 60th Anniversary Reunion for students of 
THE MARIST FATHERS ERA [1958-1970]. For details send 
your email address to chanel.geelong@gmail.com                   
OR your postal details to PO Box 3069 Geelong West 3218 

 

 

Short-term Foster carers urgently needed: 
CatholicCare supports a team of foster carers who can 
look after children for a few weeks or months when 
they cannot live safely at home.  If you are interested 
in learning more about becoming a short-term foster 
carer, come to our free open evening on Thursday 1st 
March at 6pm in Lewisham (flyers in the foyer of the 
Church) Call 13 18 19 to book or find out more. 
 

Parenting Support  

Parenting can be stressful at times, particularly at the 
start of a new school year. Our Parent Line NSW 
counsellors can help with strategies to manage those 
back-to-school worries.  Call us 7 days a week 1300 
1300 52 or message us through Facebook. 
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