
Pope Francis says… 

 Parish Pastoral Council 
Contact: secretary@stcolumba.org.au 

Vision statement 

To witness to the Gospel, through the power of the 
Holy Spirit, to the eternal love of Christ; by building 
and sustaining an open, welcoming and friendly 
community in which people grow in their 
relationships with God, each other and the wider 
community. 

Mission statement 

The mission of St Columba's Parish Pastoral Council is 
to: 

 welcome and embrace new parishioners; 

 support and direct the work of the Parish Priest, 
Pastoral Associate, and parish groups; 

 support and encourage the people of St 
Columba's parish; 

 provide vision and direction to the people of St 
Columba's parish; 

 collaborate with the parish school; 

 give members of our parish community a voice; 
and 

 empower people to lead and make positive 
contributions to our parish and the wider 
community. 

To achieve this, we: 

 see; 

 judge; 

 act; and 

 review. 

We, as a group, are fundamentally committed 
to: 

 prayer and reflection; 

 our shared Catholic faith; 

 bringing Christ's love and grace to Leichhardt 
and the broader community; 

 acting co-operatively as a group based on 
participation and consensus, not factions or 
parties; and 

 facilitating the spiritual growth of all under the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit. 

Fr Peter Smith Parish Priest 
Bernard Ryan Principal 
Nicola Connors Family Ed. 
Chantal Nguyen Secretary 
Renata Popovic-Tomac 

Adrian Overs 
Dan O'Brien 
Mark Breen 
Carmel Reid 
Vasile Tiano 

Our Prayer 

Gracious God provide us with a listening heart 
that we see and hear the voice of each 

of our children. 

We ask you God to strengthen and guide 
all in our Catholic communities. 

Grant us the ability and time 
to listen carefully when children come to us 

seeking help. 

May our institutions and families respect, 
listen and do what is required to help  

all children feel safe. 

Help us to recognise the hurt felt by those 
wounded initially by abuse then again 

through the failure to be heard. 
We stand in constant need of your healing and help. 

Let your grace and love fall gently upon our children 
giving them the inner strength, peace, and  

resilience to seek out assistance when required. 

We ask you God 
to provide each us 
with the wisdom 

to involve children 
in making institutions and 

communities safer. 

11TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, YEAR B  

16TH & 17TH JUNE, 2018 
We acknowledge the traditional owners and custodians of the land on 
which  we stand. We walk on a land once occupied by the Gadigal People 

of the Eora Nation, who lived in this area for over 30,000 years. 
May we continue to love and respect the land as they have. 

From Fr Peter’s Desk…. 

Parish Details: 
 213 Elswick St, North Leichhardt 2040 
 (02) 9569 2267 

 (02) 9569 5381 
 admin@stcolumba.org.au 

 www.stcolumba.org.au 

Office Hours: 
9:30am-2:30pm Monday, Wednesday & Thursday 

All bulletin notices to be in by 5pm Wednesday 
(Please type or print your message clearly). 

 
 

Parish Priest: 
Fr Peter Smith……. admin@stscolumba.org.au 

 
 

Parish Office Administrator  
Marcia Droguett….. admin@stcolumba.org.au  

 
 

Pastoral Council 
Secretary…………. secretary@stcolumba.org.au  

 
 

St Columba’s School 
Principal:  Bernard Ryan….. 9569 1270 

 
 

Sunday Mass Times: 
Saturday Vigil……………………….5:00pm 
Sunday……………………………..……8:00am 
Sunday Family Mass……………10:00am  
 

Weekday Services: 
Tuesday: 8:30am (Communion Service) 
Friday: 8:45am (Rosary)  
Friday: 9:15am (Mass) 
 
 

Anointing Mass: 
Last Friday of each month  at 9:15am 

 
 

Reconciliation:  
Saturday at 4:30pm 

 

Baptisms 
1st Sunday of the month, except January. Please email  
Marcia, admin@stcolumba.org.au, to arrange an  
appointment prior.  

 
 

Marriages:  
By Appointment, please email Marcia, 
admin@stcolumba.org.au to arrange.  

If you would like to contribute to the Parish Planned  
Giving please speak to Fr Peter, pick up a form in the 

Church foyer or contact the office. 

                        Find us at  
                        www.facebook.com/stcolumbasleichhardt/ 

  This Week . . . 

Tuesday:   Communion Service  8:30am 
Friday:      Rosary 8:45am  
                   Mass  9:15am 
Saturday:  Vigil 5pm 
Sunday:     Mass  8am  
                    Family Mass 10am 
                             All welcome 

This weekend we welcome Vicar General Fr Gerry 
Gleeson to St Columba's as we celebrate  
Confirmation with 26 children from our  

community. Our thanks go to Sarah Tatola and the 
group leaders, parents and children who have been a 

part of the preparation programme. 
 

We can often think of Confirmation as a  
“coming of age” sacrament; like a Catholic  

Bar Mitzvah. In fact it is quite distinct. In the early 
church, and indeed still in the Eastern rites,  
Confirmation was celebrated with Baptism.   

 

There are, of course, 3 Sacraments of initiation;  
Baptism, First Eucharist and Confirmation.  
It was only in the 4th Century that Baptism and  
Confirmation were separated and the “laying on of 
hands” as it was called became a Sacrament in its 

own right.  
 

Despite theological problems which have existed 
through the ages, and continue, I think  

Confirmation is a reminder to us all that the Spirit of 
the risen Jesus lives in each of us.  

 

The challenge for me always is to continue to live the 
presence of the Spirit that works in and through us 
all; the Spirit that calls us to be loving people,  
reaching out to others, especially those in need.  

 

Please pray for our children and their families today. 



 
Today’s Liturgy 

 

Entrance Antiphon:                       Cf. Psalm 26:7,9 
O Lord, hear my voice, for I have called to you; be my 
help. Do not abandon or forsake me, O God, my 
Saviour! 
 

1st Reading:                                      Ezekiel 17:22-24   

I have made the small tree great. 
 
 

Responsorial Psalm:                  Psalm 91:2-3, 13-16   
Lord, it is good to give thanks to you. 
 

2nd Reading:                              2 Corinthians 5:6-10     

Whether we are living in the body or exiled from it, 
we are intent on pleasing the Lord. 
 

Gospel Acclamation:                            
Alleluia, alleluia! 
The seed is the word of God, Christ is the sower; 
and all who come to him will  live forever. 
Alleluia! 
 

Gospel                                                      Mark 4:26-34 

The mustard seed, the smallest of all the seeds, grows 
into the biggest shrub of all. 
 

Communion Antiphon:                          Psalm 26:4 
There is one thing I ask of the Lord, only this do I 
seek: to live in the house of the Lord all the days of my 
life. 

 

We remember all our deceased Relatives 
and Friends……  
Recently Deceased: Damian OôNeill 

 

Anniversary:  Maurie Barlin, Fr Gerry McArdle, 
Juliana Clarke, Eileen Crane, Margaret (Peggy) Byrne                 

Please note:  
Names will be removed from the sick list 

after 2 months, unless parish office is notified. 

We pray for all those who are sick, including: 

Beau Curtis, William Francis O’Connor, Fr George 
Carrol, Mary Gleeson, Steve Bates, Michael Brake, Bill 

Patterson, Rosa Maria Santos, Cienna Psaila, Terry 
Quailey, Patricia O’Toole, Barry Furner, Ida Pavelka, , 
Joan Windsor, Raquel Bailey, Fr John Milliken, and all 

those at The Marion Aged Care, Lewisham Nursing 
Home and Annesley House 

To our Readers, Commentators, Eucharistic Ministers & Offertory Processors 
Thank you for continuing to support your parish in this special way.  Please remember to always check the  roster and, if 
you are no longer available on one of your rostered dates, could you please arrange a replacement using the 

contact list provided with the roster.  (T he roster can be found on the website). T hank you for your assistance.   
There are also now a few more copies of ‘Break Open the Word’  in the sacristy for those who needed a copy. 

ROSTER NEXT WEEKEND: 23rd & 24th June 2018, █e Nativity of St John the Baptist, Year B 
Jeremiah 1:4-10  ;  Psalm 70:1-6, 15, 17  ;  1 Peter 1:8-12  ;  John 1:7 ; Luke 1:17  ;  Luke 1:5-17 

 SATURDAY SUNDAY 
 5pm 8am 10.00am 

Commentator Bob Matthews David Hair Naomi Jacobs 

Reader Tim Nelson Fay Hair Catherine King 

Offertory 
Bates Nelson Family Ruth Kelly 

Janie De Beck Family Mass 

Ministers of the 
Eucharist 

Robyn Rodwell 
Derek Whelan 
Marcia Barney 

Margaret Perry 
Colleen Schneider 

Paula Ceroli 
Gordon Burke 

Rosa Riotto 

Marion Aged Care 
Minister Thursday, 21st June  - The Marion - Anne Marie Whelan  

       St Columba’s Craft Group  
 Please join us after mass every Friday  
during School term, from 9:45am in the 

hall.  New members always welcome. 

    Confirmation Prayer for Candidates 
Spirit of the living God, be with each of our 
candidates and their families as they prepare 

to receive the sacrament of Confirmation. May their 
hearts be open to hear your word and to reflect on 
your action in their lives & in the world around them.  

Story Time for pre-schoolers               
  Monday 18th June @ 9am 

 

Please join Nicola for Story time in the hall 
on Monday. After the story there will be a craft  

activity.  Come along and join the fun!  
The last Story Time for Term 2 will be  

Monday 2nd July at 9am 

       Social Justice - St Columba’s 
 
 

Our next meeting is 4th July at 6 pm in the parish 
meeting room.  Please feel free to join us and share a 
meal. If you'd like to know more please feel free to 
contact Therese Briggs theris58@gmail.com 

 Did you know? - Yesterday, 15th June was this 
year's Eid-Al-Fitr or the Muslim Breaking of the 
Fast. This is an important Muslim religious holiday 
worldwide that marks the end of Ramadan the  
Islamic holy period of fasting. 

 Refugee week  

#WithRefugees is the theme for this year's  
Refugee Week 2018 

This year Refugee Week is the 17th to 23rd June 
and don't forget St Columba's will be hosting 
a guest speaker at each mass on the 23rd and 24th 
June. T hey will be people who have made the 
brave and difficulty journey and will share a story 
about their lives before and after their journeys,  
living in Australia and their hopes and dreams. This 
coincides with our "After Mass Cuppa"  so not only 
will we be able to show our hospitality to our 
guests but it also provides some time for a chat. 

Who wants to f ly a kite, sing in a choir, at tend an 
art exhibition, listen to a master oud player, 
decorate with henna and eat lots of fabulous 
food? Well, you can do all of these things at 
the "New Beginnings" festival at the Refugee  
Welcome Centre just down the road at Wharf 
Road Callan Park. The festival will run from 
Wednesday 20th June until Sunday 24th June. 
Check out the dates and events at https://
www.newbeginningsfestival.com.au/ 

In addition to mark the week we'll be selling 
our "Rocky Road for Refugees" sweets, treats, 
jams and pickles after each mass on the 23rd and 
24th June. So get in early for your favourites. 

There's also a f ilm festival that runs from 17th to 
23rd June. Want to know more?https://
refugeeweek-refugeecouncilaus.nationbuilder.com/
refugee_film_festival_2018 

There'll be more updates as the week approaches. 
But in the meantime if you'd like to know more 
here's link to all the events and news for the Refu-
gee week across Australia 

https://www.refugeeweek.org.au/  
 
The Refugee Welcome Centre is always looking for 
volunteers so if you would like to help out 
and volunteer at any time please feel free to  
contact Therese Briggs theris58@gmail.com or Fay 
Hair fayhair@hotmail.com 

PARISH CUPPA - NEXT WEEKEND 
23rd & 24th June 

Please join us for a tea or coffee at one of our 
Parish Cuppa’s, after all weekend masses, next  
weekend .  Tea, coffee and biscuits provided.  

It’s a lovely opportunity to chat to fellow parishioners. 
All welcome  

Social Justice - St Columba’s 
 

 Our environment 
And just when you were going to grab that  
takeaway cup of coffee.....think about this statistic. 
In Australia we use an estimated1 billion plastic-
lined coffee cups....a year! And they can take years 
to break down (if at all).  

What can we do to reduce or eradicate that? 

Support the cafes that encourage you to bring your 
own cup. Or did you know that even when you fly, 
you could use your own cup - for water, tea/coffee, 
wine? 

"To be protectors of God's handiwork is an essential 
virtue: it is not an optional or secondary aspect of 
our Christian experience" Laudato Si, Pope Francis.  

 Women's Refuge Glebe 
Thank you again to our generous community for 
your kind and generous donations. We will take the 
donations to Jamie Parker's office as soon as possible 
Monday or Tuesday so that we can help make life 
better for these women and children now!! 

 
 Caring for Creation through Solar 

Thanks to all who helped make the Caring for  
Creation through Solar a success in the parish. 
Three households have signed up so far. If anyone 
is interested in accessing a good deal on installing 
rooftop solar, please go to the Justice and Peace 
Office website. http://justiceandpeace.org.au/caring-
for-creation-through-solar-2/ 

    Save the date - 12pm Sunday 29th July  
Please save the date for St Columba’s annual 
Christmas in July lunch at Barnwell Park Golf 

Club, Five Dock.  More details to come soon.                                          
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