FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
YEAR C, 22ND AND 23RD DECEMBER 2018

Pope Francis Says…..
Parish Pastoral Council
Contact: secretary@stcolumba.org.au

We acknowledge the traditional owners and custodians of the land on which
we stand. We walk on a land once occupied by the Gadigal People of the Eora
Nation, who lived in this area for over 30,000 years.
May we continue to love and respect the land as they have.

Vision statement
To witness to the Gospel, through the power of the
Holy Spirit, to the eternal love of Christ; by building
and sustaining an open, welcoming and friendly
community in which people grow in their
relationships with God, each other and the wider
community.
Mission statement
The mission of St Columba's Parish Pastoral Council is
to:
Vinnies Christmas Cards
For sale in the foyer of the Church
for $6 a pack. Please leave the money
in the poor box. Thank you in advance.
FLOWERS FOR CHRISTMAS
If you would like to donate
towards the ‘Flowers for Christmas”
please see Gail Herbert, or place an envelope on
the collection plate, marked “Flowers”. All donations
are greatly appreciated. Thank you in advance!
THANK YOU for your generous
donations, our Parish raised just over
$2,000.00 CWF (Tax Receipts will be
issued mid July for those who requested them). The
Charitable Works Fund (CWF) is the premier charity of
the Sydney Archdiocese, covering social and
pastoral services, education and training, and
advocacy services to all sections of your community,
regardless of race, religion or social status. Your
donations will help someone in your community who
could use a helping hand or be given better opportunities. Thank you for your support. www.cwf.org.au

THANK YOU!
Vinnies would like to thank St Columba's
Parish, St Columba’s Primary School &
Little Ark Preschool for their very
generous donations to the Vinnies Christmas
Hampers. With your assistance, we were able to
deliver 62 hampers to
people in our local
community. Thank you
again for your ongoing
support. We cannot do
what we do without your
generosity.










welcome and embrace new parishioners;
support and direct the work of the Parish Priest,
Pastoral Associate, and parish groups;
support and encourage the people of St
Columba's parish;
provide vision and direction to the people of St
Columba's parish;
collaborate with the parish school;
give members of our parish community a voice;
and
empower people to lead and make positive
contributions to our parish and the wider
community.

To achieve this, we:












prayer and reflection;
our shared Catholic faith;
bringing Christ's love and grace to Leichhardt
and the broader community;
acting co-operatively as a group based on
participation and consensus, not factions or
parties; and
facilitating the spiritual growth of all under the
guidance of the Holy Spirit.

Fr Peter Smith Parish Priest
Bernard Ryan Principal
Nicola Connors Family Ed.
Adrian Overs Chairperson
Vasile Tiano Secretary

Find us at
www.facebook.com/stcolumbasleichhardt/
Office Hours:
9:30am-2:30pm Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday
All bulletin notices to be in by 5pm Wednesday
(Please type or print your message clearly).
Parish Priest:
Fr Peter Smith……. admin@stscolumba.org.au

Parish Office Administrator
Marcia Droguett….. admin@stcolumba.org.au
Pastoral Council
Secretary…………. secretary@stcolumba.org.au
St Columba’s School
Principal: Bernard Ryan….. 9569 1270
Sunday Mass Times:
Saturday Vigil……………………….5:00pm
Sunday……………………………..……8:00am
Sunday Family Mass……………10:00am

see;
judge;
act; and
review.

We, as a group, are fundamentally committed
to:


Parish Details:
 213 Elswick St, North Leichhardt 2040
 (02) 9569 2267
(02) 9569 5381
 admin@stcolumba.org.au
www.stcolumba.org.au

Dan O'Brien
Mark Breen
Carmel Reid
Renata Popovic-Tomac

Weekday Services:
Tuesday: 8:30am (Communion Service)
Friday:
8:45am (Rosary)
Friday:
9:15am (Mass)

From Fr Peter’s Desk….

St Columba’s Christmas Mass Times
4th Sunday of Advent
Sunday, 23rd December
8:00am and 10:00am
Nativity of the Lord
Monday, 24th December

Children’s Mass 5:00pm
Mass during the Night 7:00pm
Tuesday, 25th December
Christmas Day Mass 10:00am
May the birth of the infant Jesus continue
to be a source of hope, wonder and peace for
each of you. Wishing everyone at
St Columba’s Parish and their families a
Merry Christmas and a blessed 2019!

Anointing Mass:
Last Friday of each month at 9:15am
Reconciliation:
Saturday at 4:30pm

Baptisms
1st Sunday of the month, except January. Please email
Marcia, admin@stcolumba.org.au, to arrange an
appointment prior.

Marriages:
By Appointment, please email Marcia,
admin@stcolumba.org.au to arrange.
If you would like to contribute to the Parish Planned
Giving please speak to Fr Peter, pick up a form in the
Church foyer or contact the office.

This Week . . .
Tuesday: 8:30am
Friday: 8:45am
9:15am
Saturday: 5:00pm
Sunday: 8:00am
10:00am

No Communion Service
No Rosary
No Mass
Mass
Mass
Family Mass
All welcome

Today’s Liturgy
Entrance Antiphon:
Isaiah 45:8
Drop down dew from above,
you heavens, and let the clouds
rain down the Just One;
let the earth be opened and bring forth a Saviour.
1st Reading:
Out of you will be born the
one who is to rule over Israel.

Micah 5:1-4

Responsorial Psalm:
Psalm 79:2-3, 15-16, 18-19
Lord, make us turn to you;
Let us see your face and we shall be saved.

2nd Reading:
I am coming to do your will.

Hebrews 10:5-10

Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia, alleluia
I am the servant of the Lord:
may his will for me be done.
Alleluia!

Luke 1:38

Please note:
Names will be removed from the sick list
after 2 months, unless parish office is notified.
We pray for all those who are sick, including:
Monika Doktorova, Peter McCann, Bill Leis, Patricia
McDonald, Imelda Consiglio, Lynne Hoinville, Leane
Garner, William Francis O’Connor, Fr George Carrol,
Mary Gleeson, Steve Bates, Bill Patterson, Cienna
Psaila, Patricia O’Toole, Ida Pavelka, Joan Windsor,
Raquel Bailey, Fr John Milliken and all those at The
Marion Aged Care & Lewisham Nursing Home

We remember all our deceased Fathers,
Relatives and Friends ……
Recently Deceased: Stephanie Schneeweis
Anniversary: Vincenzo Giuseppe and Vince Restuccia,
Nora Watson and Captain Simon Brown

Gospel
Luke 1:39-44
Why should it happen that I am
honoured with a visit from the mother of my Lord?

The Lights of Christmas are again being
displayed on St Mary’s Cathedral. They are
once again spectacular this year with a
storyboard for children and adults alike. On
daily until 25th December 830pm-midnight,
Choirs from 730pm. For more information.
http://lightsofchristmas.com.au/event-information/
Readers, Commentators, Eucharistic Ministers & Offertory Processors over Christmas/New Years:
Thank you for continuing to support your parish in this special way. The regular roster remains in effect over the Christmas period. Please check the roster and, if you are no longer available on one of your rostered dates PLEASE arrange a
replacement using the contact list provided with the roster. (A copy of the roster can be found on the website) This
is particularly important over the holiday period as many of our regular volunteers will be away.

ROSTER NEXT WEEKEND: 29th & 30th December, The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph Year C
1 Samuel 1:20-22, 24-28 ; Psalm 82:2-3, 5-6, 9-10 ; 1 John 3:1-2, 21-24 ; Cf. Acts 16:14 ; Luke 2:41-52
SATURDAY
SUNDAY
5pm
8am
10.00am
Commentator
Marcia Barney
Therese Briggs
Rosa Riotto

Offertory
Ministers of the
Eucharist
Marion Aged Care
Minister

Our first Social Justice meeting for 2019 will
be on 30 January at 615pm in the Parish
Hall. Please feel free to join us and share a meal. If
you’d like to know more, please contact Therese
Briggs theris58@gmail.com
The minutes from our meeting of the 5 December 2018
are now on our website www.stcolumba.org.au
Setting our Social Justice agenda 2019
We've been busy setting our yearly program for
2019. After discussion and consultation the events
that we will celebrate or mark on next year will be:

St Bakhita Anti Slavery and Human Trafficking:
8 February



Refugee Week: 16-22 June



Naidoc (National Aboriginal and Islanders Day
Observance Committee) week: 7 to 13 July



World day of Prayer for Care of Creation :
1 September



World day of the Poor: 17 November

We'll be working with the Pastoral Council and the
Liturgy, Communication and Social sub-committees
and the St Columba's Primary School. It promises to be
an inspiring and exciting year and we will keep you
informed along the way. If you would like to join us or
share some ideas please feel free to contact me Therese
Briggs theris58@gmail.com

Communion Antiphon:
Isaiah 7:14
Behold, a virgin shall conceive and bear a son;
and his name will be called Emmanuel.

Reader

Social Justice - St Columba’s

Pat McDonald

Steve Rabbitt

Naomi Jacobs

Celie Bryant
Yvette Gerondeau

Adrian Overs
Carmel Reid

Family Mass

Derek Whelan
Loretto Richardson
Sr. Elly

Maria Jenkins
Terri Macks

Paula Ceroli
Dan O’Brien
Gordon Burke

Thursday, 27th December - The Marion - Carmel Reid

Christmas giving and shopping - it's not too late!
Ethical shopping
The Justice and Peace Office has a timely reminder of
what it means to give for Christmas with some useful
links and tips. It also has some words to make you
think about the retail Boxing Day opening and the
effect it has on families.
Or what about this one Ethical Consumption from the
Baptist Church - five contributors reflect on the issue
of consumption and share some of their key insights.
It's a great read, funny in parts, but we know it will
leave you with food for thought.
https://baptistworldaid.org.au/2018/12/03/faithfulconsumption/
And on that subject - are you Stuck for that Secret
Santa present? T hen why not think about our
St Columba's Street Library. We have a beautiful range
of pre loved books, some of them hard-back best
sellers. And we know for a fact that some of those
books have only been read once! So, don't be bashful!
Instead be loud and proud and let the recipient know
that you chose this book with a lot of thought and
love.

Social Justice - St Columba’s
Rocky Road 4 Refugees
A big thank you again from UNHCR for your support
of the Rocky Road for Refugees. We hope you or your
friends and family will enjoy your treats. The products
will be back after Christmas in the "pop up" store in
the cupboard.
A final word
And a final word from Dan, one of our fabulous Social
Justice team Dan who took this great photo and
summed up our year with these great words:-

"Celebrating our personal and Team successes at
St Columba Parish. Inspired by a little book "Laudato
Si" and a passionate priest called Peter, we shared
something for the better of refugees from war, basics
for struggling families, and even joy a simple vegetable patch can give. Big blessings to work in well
thought out and coordinated initiatives in very challenging area called Social Justice."
We couldn't do any of this without the help of
everybody in our community at St Columba's.
As we look forward to welcoming the birth of
"Lord Jesus Christ the Prince of Peace" we pray
that his love brings us all peace at Christmas and
always.
http://stcolumba.org.au/senior/socialjusticecommittee

