23RD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
YEAR B, 8TH & 9TH SEPTEMBER 2018

Pope Francis says…
Parish Pastoral Council
Contact: secretary@stcolumba.org.au

We acknowledge the traditional owners and custodians of the land on
which we stand. We walk on a land once occupied by the Gadigal People
of the Eora Nation, who lived in this area for over 30,000 years.
May we continue to love and respect the land as they have.

Vision statement
To witness to the Gospel, through the power of the
Holy Spirit, to the eternal love of Christ; by building
and sustaining an open, welcoming and friendly
community in which people grow in their
relationships with God, each other and the wider
community.
Mission statement
The mission of St Columba's Parish Pastoral Council is
to:




CANA Communities
Volunteers and friends from Cana will be
with us next weekend 15/16 September
seeking our help. Cana Communities
provide family support for people from the streets.
One of the largest providers of crisis beds in the inner
city. They will be holding an Appeal at our Parrish
Masses, all donations over $2 are tax deductible. Even
if you do not donate, they would love to tell you about
their community. Thank you. www.cana.org.au







welcome and embrace new parishioners;
support and direct the work of the Parish Priest,
Pastoral Associate, and parish groups;
support and encourage the people of St
Columba's parish;
provide vision and direction to the people of St
Columba's parish;
collaborate with the parish school;
give members of our parish community a voice;
and
empower people to lead and make positive
contributions to our parish and the wider
community.

To achieve this, we:









St Columba’s Parish Council would like to express its
fulsome thanks to Chantal Nguyen, who will be
stepping down as parish council secretary. For all the
things you did, both big and small, we all want to
thank you. Your contribution to our meetings will be
sorely missed, You are a blessing. Thank you.
This of course leaves a vacancy in the council, so if
you have ever considered giving something back to
our wonderful community, or know of someone who
may be shy about putting their name forward. Please
let Vasile or Adrian know.
Adrian Overs: 0411 358 354 or oversa@citysoft.com.au
Vasile Tiano: 0435 007 044 or secretary@stcolumba.org.au





prayer and reflection;
our shared Catholic faith;
bringing Christ's love and grace to Leichhardt
and the broader community;
acting co-operatively as a group based on
participation and consensus, not factions or
parties; and
facilitating the spiritual growth of all under the
guidance of the Holy Spirit.

Fr Peter Smith Parish Priest
Bernard Ryan Principal
Nicola Connors Family Ed.
Adrian Overs Chairperson
Vasile Tiano Secretary

Find us at
www.facebook.com/stcolumbasleichhardt/
Office Hours:
9:30am-2:30pm Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday
All bulletin notices to be in by 5pm Wednesday
(Please type or print your message clearly).
Parish Priest:
Fr Peter Smith……. admin@stscolumba.org.au

Parish Office Administrator
Marcia Droguett….. admin@stcolumba.org.au
Pastoral Council
Secretary…………. secretary@stcolumba.org.au
St Columba’s School
Principal: Bernard Ryan….. 9569 1270
Sunday Mass Times:
Saturday Vigil……………………….5:00pm
Sunday……………………………..……8:00am
Sunday Family Mass……………10:00am

see;
judge;
act; and
review.

We, as a group, are fundamentally committed
to:


Parish Details:
 213 Elswick St, North Leichhardt 2040
 (02) 9569 2267
(02) 9569 5381
 admin@stcolumba.org.au
www.stcolumba.org.au

Dan O'Brien
Mark Breen
Carmel Reid
Renata Popovic-Tomac

Weekday Services:
Tuesday: 8:30am (Communion Service)
Friday:
8:45am (Rosary)
Friday:
9:15am (Mass)

From Fr Peter’s Desk….

The gift of hearing is a precious gift.
But it is only with the heart that we can
hear rightly. The cry of a needy person
may reach our ears, but unless it reaches
our heart we will not feel the person’s pain,
and it is unlikely that we will
respond. And the gift of speech is a
precious gift. But again it is only with the
heart that we can speak rightly.
Four our words to ring true, they must
come from the heart.
If they come only from the lips,
they will have a hollow sound and
we will have a little effect.
They will be like a wind that ruffles
the surface of the water, but leave
the depths untouched.
But words that come from the heart,
enter the heart.

Anointing Mass:
Last Friday of each month at 9:15am
Reconciliation:
Saturday at 4:30pm

Baptisms
1st Sunday of the month, except January. Please email
Marcia, admin@stcolumba.org.au, to arrange an
appointment prior.

Marriages:
By Appointment, please email Marcia,
admin@stcolumba.org.au to arrange.
If you would like to contribute to the Parish Planned
Giving please speak to Fr Peter, pick up a form in the
Church foyer or contact the office.

This Week . . .
Tuesday:
Friday:
Saturday:
Sunday:

8:30am Communion Service
8:45am Rosary and 9:15am Mass
5pm School Family Mass
8am Mass and
10am Family Mass
All welcome

Please note:
Names will be removed from the sick list
after 2 months, unless parish office is notified.

Today’s Liturgy
Entrance Antiphon:
You are just, O’Lord,
and your judgement is right;
treat your servant in accord
with your merciful love.

Psalm 118:137, 124

We pray for all those who are sick, including:

1st Reading:
Isaiah 35:4-7
Then the ears of the deaf shall
be opened and the tongues of the dumb speak.

Imelda Consiglio, Lynne Hoinville, Leane Garner,
William Francis O’Connor, Fr George Carrol, Mary
Gleeson, Steve Bates, Bill Patterson, Cienna Psaila,
Patricia O’Toole, Ida Pavelka, Joan Windsor, Raquel
Bailey, Fr John Milliken and all those at The Marion
Aged Care & Lewisham Nursing Home

Responsorial Psalm:
Praise the Lord, my soul!

Psalm 145:7-10

2nd Reading:
Has not God chosen the poor of
the world to inherit the kingdom?

James 2:1-5

Gospel Acclamation
Matthew 4:23
Alleluia, alleluia
Jesus preached the Good News
of the kingdom and healed all who were sick.
Alleluia!
Gospel
He makes the deaf hear
and the dumb speak.

Mark 7:31-37

Communion Antiphon:
Cf. Psalm 41:2-3
Like the deer that yearns for running streams,
so my soul is yearning for you, my God;
my soul is thirsting for God, the living God.

We remember all our deceased Fathers,
Relatives and Friends ……
Anniversary: Daphne Astill, Stephanie
Stenhouse, Joshua Saunders, Catherine Delnawaz, Bruno
Viler, Mark Blofield, Angela Amendolia
FIRST HOLY COMMUNION
To our First Holy Communion Children,
this weekend marks the beginning of may times
when you will come to receive Jesus in the Eucharist.
Special thanks to the families and the group leaders who
have worked to prepare the children by sharing their
faith and giving encouragement and support. Our parish
family is grateful for the school staff who have likewise
once again, gone the extra mile. Thank you so much.
Ever present God,
We thank you for the gift of faith which you have given to us.
Please watch over and guide the 20 children from our parish
who are preparing to receive their First Holy Communion.
May they grow in love and understanding that it is Jesus your
Son whom they receive when they come to the altar. Bless
each family at this special time. We make our prayer with
Jesus who is your gift of love to us. Amen

To our Readers, Commentators, Eucharistic Ministers & Offertory Processors
Thank you for continuing to support your parish in this special way. Please remember to always check the roster and, if
you are no longer available on one of your rostered dates, could you please arrange a replacement using the
contact list provided with the roster. (T he roster can be found on the website). T hank you for your assistance.

ROSTER NEXT WEEKEND: 15th & 16th September 24th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year B
Isaiah 50:5-9 ; Psalm 114:1-6, 8-9 ; James 2:14-18 ; Galatians 6:14 ; Mark 8:27-35
SATURDAY
SUNDAY
5pm
8am
10.00am
Commentator
Loretto Richardson
Verity Suttor
Reader
Offertory
Ministers of the
Eucharist
Marion Aged Care
Minister

School
Family
Mass

Robyn Rodwell
Steve Pardy
Rachel Launders

Maria Jenkins

Naomi Jacobs

Adrian Overs
Colleen Schneider

Family Mass

Terri Macks
Ruth Kelly

Amanda Sapienza
Tania Peccedi
Paula Ceroli

Thursday, 13th September - The Marion - Margaret Perry

Social Justice - St Columba’s
Our next meeting is on October 3 at 6.15pm
in the Parish Hall. Please feel free to join us
and share a meal. If you’d like to know more, please
contact Elizabeth Mulrennan emmwisa@gmail.com
The minutes of our meetings are available on the
parish website.
Caring for Creation
Father Peter in his article, “Laudato Si: Love of God,
Love of Neighbour, Love of Creation”, repeats the
fundamental question that Pope Francis raises in
Laudato Si, “What kind of world do we want to leave
to those who come after us, to children who are
now growing up?”
Sometimes we might start to think that we as
individuals can’t make a difference. After all, as NASA
points out, even if we stopped emitting greenhouse
gases today, global warming would continue to
happen for at least several decades if not centuries.
However, the alternative is to do nothing. Is that an
option? Does it matter what we as individuals do?
This very point is discussed by Fr Claude Mostowik
msc, when he refers to an article by Nathaniel Rich,
Losing Earth,
published in NY Times. Rich argues that “history has
already been written”. Claude Mostowik disagrees.
He believes that this is not how the future works. He
tells us that even one tenth of a degree Celsius less of
temperature rise means the difference between life and
death for millions of people and finishes with a
plea - “Now is our chance to defend – not lose – the
Earth.”
We think we can avoid or limit some of the worst
effects of climate change, but that means we will all
have to make changes…
Upcoming events from Australian Religious
Response to Climate Change (ARRCC)


Living the Change Lifestyles Commitment Webinar
1 - 2:15 pm Tuesday 11 September. Join in from your
own home and share your efforts to live more
simply, make a further specific commitment and give
and receive support for this. Find the link on the
ARRCC website
www.arrcc.org.aultc_lifestyle_commitments_webinar

Social Justice - St Columba’s


Multi-Faith Service of Wondering and Commitment.
To mark the start of the Global Climate Action
Summit in San Francisco (September 12-14),
members of faith groups from around the world will
gather at Grace Cathedral, San Francisco, for an
interfaith service of connection, wondering and
commitment to climate action. Find out more from
the ARRCC website. www.arrcc.org.au/living_the_change

News from our community garden – the herbs
are ready for harvesting!
Please come along and help yourself to some herbs –
there’s basil, rosemary, parsley, coriander and more.
St Columba’s “Street Library in the Church”:
opening this weekend!
At this weekend’s Masses, you ‘ll see a small bundle of
books placed on the altar at the Offertory....
To mark International Literature Day, we've
established a Street Library in the Church! We've
borrowed the idea (and these words) from the Street
Library movement that is sweeping the nation.
The library is in the glass cupboards at the back
entrance. Simply reach in and take what interests
you; when you are finished you can return it, pass it
onto another Street Library (streetlibrary.org.au) or
pass it onto friends. Books will come and go; no one
needs to check them in or out. If you have a book or
two that you think others would enjoy, you can just
pop it into the library anytime. All books, fiction and
non-fiction welcome!
We’ve also added a selection of picture books for the
little ones to look at during Mass.
Our little library is a symbol of trust and hope - a tiny
vestibule of literary happiness.
Coming Up
September 11 ..... Anniversary of the terrorist
attacks in New York. We must do what we can to
bring about peace and resist efforts to divide
communities.....Antonio Guterres
September 21 .... International Day of Peace.
More later!

