
Pope Francis says… 

Parish Pastoral Council 

Vision statement 

To witness to the Gospel, through the power of the 
Holy Spirit, to the eternal love of Christ; by building 
and sustaining an open, welcoming and friendly 
community in which people grow in their 
relationships with God, each other and the wider 
community. 

Mission statement 

The mission of St Columba's Parish Pastoral Council is 
to: 

 welcome and embrace new parishioners; 

 support and direct the work of the Parish Priest, 
Pastoral Associate, and parish groups; 

 support and encourage the people of St 
Columba's parish; 

 provide vision and direction to the people of St 
Columba's parish; 

 collaborate with the parish school; 

 give members of our parish community a voice; 
and 

 empower people to lead and make positive 
contributions to our parish and the wider 
community. 

To achieve this, we: 

 see; 

 judge; 

 act; and 

 review. 

We, as a group, are fundamentally committed 
to: 

 prayer and reflection; 

 our shared Catholic faith; 

 bringing Christ's love and grace to Leichhardt 
and the broader community; 

 acting co-operatively as a group based on 
participation and consensus, not factions or 
parties; and 

 facilitating the spiritual growth of all under the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit. 

Members of the Pastoral Council are: 

Fr Peter Smith Parish Priest 
Bernard Ryan Principal 
Nicola Connors Family Ed. 
Chantal Nguyen Secretary 
Renata Popovic-Tomac 

Adrian Overs 
Dan O'Brien 
Mark Breen 
Carmel Reid 
Vasile Tiano 

        St Columba’s Community—Lenten Prayer 
 

Ever present and Provident God,  
As we journey during these Lenten days, open our eyes 
that we might see your face in people close to us and those 
in our world who are in need. Help each of us to recognize 
what we can and must do in your name.  
Touch our hearts with your compassion. May we recognize 
those who are weary in spirit, those who are struggling and 
those who are searching for meaning. May we see and  
respond to anyone in need. 
 

GIVE US GENEROUS HEARTS 
….PAUSE 
Open our ears that we may hear the cries of those who are 
lonely, distressed and grieving. May our ears hear your  
invitation to reach out in prayerful and practical ways to 
those close to us and those who are suffering and being 
treated unjustly in our world. 
 

GIVE US EARS THAT HEAR THE CRIES OF THE 
NEEDY 
….PAUSE 
You have given each of us and all of us the gift of faith. 
May these Lenten days see us grow in our personal and 
communal faith as we ponder your life, death and  
resurrection. 
 

MAY WE NEVER TAKE FOR GRANTED WHAT WE 
HAVE BEEN GIVEN 
….PAUSE 
God of our journey, may our prayer, fasting and almsgiving 
this Lent be for your greater glory. We make our prayer 
with Jesus your son and our brother 

AMEN 

Third Sunday of Lent, Year B 
3rd & 4th March, 2018 

We acknowledge the traditional owners and custodians of the land on 
which  we stand. We walk on a land once occupied by the Gadigal People 

of the Eora Nation, who lived in this area for over 30,000 years. 
May we continue to love and respect the land as they have. 

From Fr Peter’s Desk……. 

CATECHESIS  About Liturgy 
Scrutinies in Year B: “How come we always have to do Year A at 
the scrutinies? The assembly is missing out on hearing the readings 
for Year B. Besides, we’ve already written new scrutiny rites for the 
Year B readings. Can’t we use those?” I hear those comments every 
year we aren’t in the Year A cycle of the Lectionary, but read the 
“scrutiny gospels” nonetheless. (Recall that the readings we hear 
every Sunday are structured on a three-year rotation. In Year A, we 
hear primarily from Matthew’s gospel; in Year B, from Mark; and in 
Year C, from Luke. John’s gospel is interspersed throughout each 
year.) For the next three Sundays, we will hear from John’s gospel. 
However, these episodes in Year B are not the Johannine readings 
prescribed for the celebration of the scrutinies that take place on the 
third, fourth, and fifth Sundays of Lent. 
 

The RCIA is very clear: “In every case the ritual Masses ‘Christian 
Initiation: The Scrutinies’ are celebrated and in this sequence: for the 
first scrutiny the Mass with the gospel of the Samaritan woman; for 
the second, the Mass with the gospel of the man born blind; for the 
third, the Mass with the gospel of Lazarus” (146). Just as the 
scrutinies themselves are meant to be a series of rites spanning over 
an extended period of time, so too are these three gospel readings 
meant to be “digested” little by little with time in between each set. 
This is because the readings in their assigned sequence reflect the 
very purpose of the scrutinies. That is, little by little, these readings 
with their rites uncover what is weak and sinful and strengthen what 
is good and upright in the elect. Through them, “the elect are 
instructed gradually about the mystery of sin, from which the whole 
world and every person longs to be delivered” (RCIA 143). 
Furthermore, these readings are intended “to enlighten the minds 
and hearts of the elect with a deeper knowledge of Christ the 
Saviour” (RCIA 139) because these gospels ask the elect, Could he 
possibly be the Messiah? Do you believe in the Son of Man? Do you 
believe this (the resurrection)? 
 

Though well-intentioned and creative, when we compose new 
scrutiny texts to match the readings from Year B or C, we sever 
ourselves and our elect from the rich history and wisdom of the 
church, which over the centuries has understood the unique power 
of these three Johannine gospel readings. Remember that although 
you may be tired of hearing these Year A readings year after year on 
these three Sundays, this will be the only time your elect will ever 
hear these readings in their lifetime as members of the chosen ones 
of God and subjects of the rite. Note that there is no directive given 
in the RCIA whether or not these Year A readings should be used at 
all the Sunday Masses even if your elect are not present at all of 
them. The Introduction to the Lectionary (97) gives the option any 
year to use the Year A readings for these Sundays. It is your call. 
Your homilists may appreciate having to prepare only one homily 
each Sunday if you do use the Year A readings at all your Masses this 
year. 
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 (02) 9569 5381 
+  admin@stcolumba.org.au 
 www.stcolumba.org.au 

Office Hours: 
9:30am-2:30pm Tuesday, Wednesday & Thurs-
day 
 
 

All bulletin notices to be in by 10am Thursday 
(Please type or print your message clearly). 
 

Parish Priest: 
Fr Peter Smith…….+  admin@stscolumba.org.au 
 

Parish Office Administrator  
Marcia Droguett…..+  admin@stcolumba.org.au 
 

St Columba’s School 
Principal:  Bernard Ryan…..(  9569 1270 
 
 
 

Sunday Mass Times: 
Saturday Vigil…………..5:00pm 
Sunday………………………8:00am 
Sunday Family Mass…10:00am  
 

Weekday Services: 

Tuesday: 8:30am (Communion Service) 
Friday: 8:45am (Rosary)  
  Stations of the Cross during Lent 
Friday: 9:15am (Mass) 

Anointing Mass: 
Last Friday of each month  at 9:15am 
Reconciliation:  
Saturday at 4:30pm 

 
 

Baptisms 
1st Sunday of the month, except January. Please 
email Marcia, admin@stcolumba.org.au, to  
arrange an appointment prior. 
 
 

Marriages:  
By Appointment, please email Marcia, 
admin@stcolumba.org.au to arrange.  

If you would like to contribute to the Parish Planned 
Giving please speak to Fr Peter, or pick up a form in 

the Church foyer or contact the office. 

  Find us at  
                  www.facebook.com/stcolumbasleichhardt/ 



ROSTER NEXT WEEKEND: 10th & 11th March 2018, █ird Sunday of Lent, Year B 
2Chronicles 36:14-16, 19-23  ;  Psalm 136  ;   Ephesians 2:4-10  ;  John 3:16   ;   John 3:14-21 

 SATURDAY SUNDAY 
 5pm 8am 10.00am 

Commentator Tim Nelson Loretto Richardson Paula Ceroli 

Reader Pat McDonald Steve Rabbitt Gordon Bourke 

Offertory Dot New 
Volunteer 

Maria Jenkins 
Ruth Kelly Family Mass 

Ministers of the 
Eucharist 

Juliana Bates 
Sr. Elly 

Steve Pardy 

Terri Macks 
Adrian Overs 

Tania Peccedi 
Catherine King 

Rosa Riotto 

Marion Aged Care 
Minister Thursday 8th March 2018 - The Marion - Steve Bourke 

Today’s Liturgy 

Entrance Antiphon: Psalm 24:15-16 
My eyes are always on the Lord, for he 
rescues my feet from the snare. Turn to  
me and have mercy on me, for I am alone and poor. 

1st Reading: Exodus 20:1-17  
e law was given through Moses. 

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 18:8-11    
Lord, you have the words of everlasting life. 

2nd Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:22-25   
We are preaching a cruci ed Christ, a scandal to 
many, but to those who have been called, the 
wisdom of God. 

Gospel Acclamation: John 3:16    
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory!
God loved the world so much, he gave us his only Son, 
that all who believe in him might have eternal life. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory! 

Gospel: John 2:13-25 
Destroy this sanctuary, and in three days  
I will raise it up. 

Communion Antiphon: cf. Psalm 83:4-5 
e sparrow nds a new home, and the swallow a nest 

for her young: by your altars, O Lord of hosts, my 
King and my God. Blessed are they who dwell in your 
house, for ever singing your praise. 

We remember all our deceased Relatives and 
Friends……  
Anniversary:  John Anthony Potts, Patricia 

Smith, Bruno Viler 

St Columba’s School Newsletter can be found 
online at  
https://scleichhardt.schoolzineplus.com/
newsletter/40076 

Please note:  
Names will be removed from the sick list 

after 2 months, unless parish office is notified. 

We pray for all those who are sick, including: 

Charlie Smith, Mary Gleeson, Steve Bates, Dorothy 
New, Michael Brake, Bill Patterson, Rosa Maria Santos, 
Cienna Psaila, Terry Quailey, Patricia O’Toole, Barry 
Furner, Ida Pavelka, Noeline Ashino, Joan Windsor, 

Damian O’Neill, Raquel Bailey, Fr John Milliken, and 
all those at The Marion Aged Care, 

Lewisham Nursing Home and Annesley House 

  This Week . . .  

 Tuesday:         Communion Service  8:30am 
Friday:            Stations of the Cross 8:45am 
Sunday:          Enrolment Mass for First                          
                        Reconciliation 10:00am 

To our Readers, Commentators, Eucharistic Ministers & Offertory Processors 
Thank you for continuing to support your parish in this special way.  Please remember to always check the  

roster and, if you are no longer available on one of your rostered dates, could you please arrange a 
replacement using the contact list provided with the roster.  (A copy of the roster can be found on the  

website).   Thank you for your assistance. 

 

                                                      Please keep in your prayers the children  
                       who are attending our Enrolment Mass 
                       this Sunday, to commence their Journey  
                       for First Reconciliation and then First  

                       Eucharist later on in the year. 

 

St Columba's Social Justice Committee 
Next Meeting 7th March at 6pm 

 
Our next meeting Tim Nelson and Felicity Wade will 

speak on a great solar power initiative  Caring For 
Creation Through Solar  

http://justiceandpeace.org.au/caring-for-creation-
through-solar/  

 
This is based on Pope Francis' Laudato Si and  

provides opportunities for solar power on schools, 
churches and parishioners.  

 
Next meeting is Wednesday 7 March at 6pm.  

Bring a meal to share! 

If you'd like to know more please feel free to contact 
Elizabeth Mulrennan emmwisa@gmail.com or  

Therese Briggs theris58@gmail.com 

Baptism Congratulations to 

Lachlan David Abrahams 
Emalie Lua Lopez 

Allegra Rao 
Layla Mackenzie Zeitouni  

May the warmth of Gods love and the light of his 
Grace, make your world a Joyous place. 

Liturgy Committee Update 

On Wednesday evening the Parish Liturgy Committee 
met to discuss arrangements for Holy Week and  

Easter.  
 

We have wonderful liturgies throughout Holy Week 
and Easter, this is because of the active  
community we have at St. Columba’s.  

Shortly sign up sheets will be placed on the notice 
board in the foyer of the church for the forthcoming 
liturgies. Please print email addresses clearly so 
that we can email you your reading and a reflection.  

If you are able to provide palms for Palm Sunday  
(25th March) that would be most useful as the supplier 

has gone out of business.  

Music is an important part of the Easter  
celebration, if you are interested in joining the  

musicians please come along to a practice after 5pm 
Mass on the 24th March. 

For readers during the Easter Triduum there will be a 
practice after the Reconciliation Mass on 28th 

March 7pm. 

Thank you all for your participation in our liturgies,  
it is as a community that we celebrate.  

Position Vacant:   
 

Donor Relations Officer (Casual) 
Applications are invited for the casual position of  
Donor Relations Officer in the Catholic Archdiocese of 
Sydney.  For further information, the advertisement 
can be viewed at www.catholicjobsonline.com.au   

Housekeeper/Cook – Bishop’s Residence (Part 
Time)  
Applications are invited for the position of House-
keeper/Cook – Bishop’s Residence (Part Time) in the 
Catholic Archdiocese of Sydney.  For further  
information, the advertisement can be viewed at 
www.catholicjobsonline.com.au 

Volunteer with Palms Australia-  
Get out there and be the Church, 
”bruised, hurting and dirty” 
 

     Communities in Myanmar, PNG, Samoa,  
 

Timor Leste, Kiribati and Kenya seek  
volunteers to mentor locals and build capacity.  
 

Palms volunteers don’t do quick fixes, but immerse 
themselves in overseas communities for long-
term skill exchange. If you have teaching, medical, 
business, admin or trade skills, share them with our 
global family!   
 

Contact Christine at Palms on 02 9560 5333 or go 
to www.palms.org.au/volunteer/ 
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