The Epiphany of the Lord, Year B

Pope Francis says…
Parish Pastoral Council
Vision statement
To witness to the Gospel, through the power of the
Holy Spirit, to the eternal love of Christ; by building
and sustaining an open, welcoming and friendly
community in which people grow in their
relationships with God, each other and the wider
community.
Mission statement
The mission of St Columba's Parish Pastoral Council is
to:




Our Prayer
See Me, Hear Me
Gracious God provide us with a listening heart
that we see and hear the voice of each
of our children.
We ask you God to strengthen and guide
all in our Catholic communities.
Grant us the ability and time
to listen carefully when children come to us
seeking help.
May our institutions and families respect,
listen and do what is required to help
all children feel safe.
Help us to recognise the hurt felt by those
wounded initially by abuse then again
through the failure to be heard.
We stand in constant need of your healing and help.
Let your grace and love fall gently upon our children
giving them the inner strength, peace, and resilience
to seek out assistance when required.
We ask you God
to provide each us
with the wisdom
to involve children
in making institutions and
communities safer.
Woosh Care will be operating these school
holidays from 8th January. Flyers in the foyer of the church & online @






welcome and embrace new parishioners;
support and direct the work of the Parish Priest,
Pastoral Associate, and parish groups;
support and encourage the people of St
Columba's parish;
provide vision and direction to the people of St
Columba's parish;
collaborate with the parish school;
give members of our parish community a voice;
and
empower people to lead and make positive
contributions to our parish and the wider
community.

To achieve this, we:





see;
judge;
act; and
review.







prayer and reflection;
our shared Catholic faith;
bringing Christ's love and grace to Leichhardt
and the broader community;
acting co-operatively as a group based on
participation and consensus, not factions or
parties; and
facilitating the spiritual growth of all under the
guidance of the Holy Spirit.

Members of the Pastoral Council are:
Fr Peter Smith Parish Priest
Bernard Ryan Principal
Nicola Connors Family Ed.
Chantal Nguyen Secretary
Renata Popovic-Tomac

We acknowledge the traditional owners and custodians of the land on
which we stand. We walk on a land once occupied by the Gadigal People
of the Eora Nation, who lived in this area for over 30,000 years.
May we continue to love and respect the land as they have.

Parish Details:
 213 Elswick St, North Leichhardt 2040
 (02) 9569 2267
(02) 9569 5381
 admin@stcolumba.org.au

Find us at
www.facebook.com/stcolumbasleichhardt/
www.stcolumba.org.au
Office Hours:
9:30am-2:30pm Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday
All bulletin notices to be in by 10am Thursday
(Please type or print your message clearly).
Parish Priest:
Fr Peter Smith ....... admin@stscolumba.org.au
Parish Office Administrator
Marcia Droguett .....  admin@stcolumba.org.au
St Columba’s School
Principal: Bernard Ryan ....................  9569 1270

We, as a group, are fundamentally committed
to:


6th & 7th January, 2018

Adrian Overs
Dan O'Brien
Mark Breen
Carmel Reid
Vasile Tiano

Sunday Mass Times:
Saturday ........................................................... 5:00pm
Sunday .............................................................. 8:00am
....................................... ……..10:00am (Family Mass)

From Fr Peter’s
Desk…….
Gordon Wilson’s daughter was killed by
a bomb in Enniskillen on Remembrance
Day 1987. Instead of calling for revenge,
he forgave her killers and began a
campaign for peace and reconciliation.
He said:
‘I am a very ordinary sort of man. I have
few personal ambitions and no political
aspirations. I just want to live and let
live. Life has been kind to me in the
main, and I have tried to live by the
Good Book.
I do not profess to be a good man, but I
aim to be.
I would like to leave the world a better
place than I found it, but I have no
exaggerated ideas of my ability to do so.
I have hitched my wagon to a star, a star
of hope, the start of Bethlehem.

Weekday Services:
Tuesday: 8:30am (Communion Service)
Friday:
8:45am (Rosary)
Friday:
9:15am (Mass)
Anointing Mass:
Last Friday of each month at 9:15am
Reconciliation:
Saturday at 4:30pm
Baptisms
1st Sunday of the month, except January. Please
email Marcia, admin@stcolumba.org.au, to
arrange an appointment prior.

This Week . . .
Tuesday:

No Communion Service until
February 2018

Friday:

No Rosary or Mass

Today’s Liturgy

New Years Day Mass

Entrance Antiphon:
Cf. Mal 3:1; 1 Chron 29:12
Behold, the Lord, the Mighty One has come;
and kingship is in his grasp, and power and dominion.

The Epiphany of the Lord

Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God

As mentioned briefly last week, this feast celebrates
the epiphany (manifestation) of Christ to the Gentiles,
symbolized by Christ’s being revealed to the Magi
(Wise Men). The feast originally was more closely
connected to Jesus’ baptism, the primary theme of the
feast in Eastern Churches to this day where it is called
the Theophany, which means “manifestation of God.”
In the Latin Church (that is the Roman Catholic
Church to which we belong), three manifestations of
Christ are commemorated during Epiphany; Christ
being revealed to the Magi, Jesus’ baptism, and the
miracle at the wedding at Cana.

1st Reading:
Isaiah 60:1-6
The glory of the Lord shines upon you.

Monday, 1st January

Responsorial Psalm:
Psalm 71:1-2,7-8, 10-13
Lord, every nation on earth will adore you.

Please note:
Names will be removed from the sick list
after 2 months, unless parish office is notified.

2nd Reading:
Ephesians 3:2-3, 5-6
The revelation means that pagans now share the
same inheritance, that they are parts of the same
body.
Gospel Acclamation:
Alleluia, Alleluia!
We have seen his star in the East,
and have come to adore the Lord.
Alleluia!

Matthew 2:2

Gospel:
Matthew 2:1-12
We have come from the East to worship the King
Communion Antiphon:
Cf. Matthew 2:2
We have seen his star in the East,
and have come with gifts to adore the Lord.
We remember all our deceased Relatives and
Friends……
Anniversary:
Patrcia Smith, Mark Smith
Thank you to all our Parishioners for
your Vinnies Christmas Appeal
donations and also your support in
providing Christmas hampers &
delivering them the weekend before
Christmas.

9:00 A.M

We pray for all those who are sick, including:
Michael Brake, Leane Garner, Bill Patterson, Rosa
Maria Santos, Cienna Psaila, Terry Quailey, Patricia
O’Toole, Barry Furner, Ida Pavelka, Noeline Ashino,
Joan Windsor, Damian O’Neill, Raquel Bailey,
Fr John Milliken, Cale Pearson, Brian Fitzroy and
all those at The Marion Aged Care,
Lewisham Nursing Home and Annesley House
Readers, Commentators, Eucharistic Ministers &
Offertory Processors over Christmas/New Years:
Thank you for continuing to support your parish in
this special way. The regular roster remains in effect
over the Christmas period.
Please check the roster and, if you are no longer
available on one of your rostered dates arrange a
replacement using the contact list provided with
the roster.
(A copy of the roster can be found on the website)
This is particularly important over the holiday period
as many of our regular volunteers will be away.
Thank you for your assistance.

For all our Readers, Thank you for giving up your time to read at our Parish Masses.
Please find your current copies of ‘Break Open the Word’ in the sacristy for your collection.
ROSTER NEXT WEEKEND: 13th & 14th January 2018, Second Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year B
Isaiah 60:1-6; Psalm 71:1-2, 7-8, 10-13; Ephesians 3:2-3, 5-6; Matthew 2:1-12
SATURDAY
SUNDAY
5pm
8am
10.00am
Commentator
Chantal Nguyen
Ruth Kelly
Connie King
Reader
Offertory
Ministers of the
Eucharist
Marion Aged Care
Minister

Anne-Marie Whelan

Steve Rabbitt

Paula Ceroli

Lena LoSurdo
Mary Restuccia

Therese Briggs
Colleen Schneider

Family Mass

Adrian Overs
Janie De Beck

Catherine King
Rosa Riotto
Gordon Burke

Juliana Bates
Sr Elly
Gail Herbert

Thursday 11th January 2018 - The Marion - Carmel Reid

Everyone associated with St Columba’s Parish would
like to thank Fr Michael for looking after us while Fr
Peter has been on Sabbatical. We are deeply grateful
for his wisdom and support, both during our Masses
and behind the scenes. We wish him all the best and
hope to see him at St Columba’s again!

The story of the Magi traveling from the East to see
the Christ child appears only in the Gospel According
to St. Matthew. The word Magi, in Greek magoi, comes
from the Latin word meaning “sage.”
The gifts of the wise men symbolize Christ's identity
and mission: gold for a king, incense for God, and
myrrh used to anoint the dead.
Extra candles and/or lamps may be placed around the
sanctuary and in other parts of the church to honour
Christ revealed as the Light of the Gentiles
(Ceremonial of Bishops). It is customary to replace the
images of the shepherds at the crib with the three
Magi and their gifts.
I would like to thank you for the gifts I received at
Christmas, as well as for the time I have spent with
you. My mother and father would also like to thank
you for the hospitality, friendship and support they
received from you. They said that they would miss
coming on Saturday evening and thank Fr Peter for
taking a sabbatical and asking me to look after the parish in his absence.
As I mentioned at the last Pastoral Council meeting,
this community has a great deal going for it. A good
pastoral council to support their pastor, a good parish
staff, and good welcoming people.
Thank you once again for making my care for you easy
and enjoyable. May God continue to pour his blessings
upon you all.
Fr Michael Smith
FLOWERS FOR CHRISTMAS
Thank you for your generous
donation towards our Christmas Flowers.

Parish Cuppa
After all the Sunday Masses
on the last week-end of the month
(January to November).
27/28 January 2018.

28/29 July 2018

24/25 February 2018

25/26 August 2018

24/25 March 2018

29/30 September 2018

28/29 April 2018

27/28 October 2018

26/27 May 2018

24/25 November 2018

23/24 June 2018
Anointing of the Sick
within Mass
The sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick is
celebrated on the last Friday of each month, during the
9.15 AM Mass. The dates for 2018 are:
26 January, 2018

29 June, 2018

23 February, 2018

27 July, 2018

23 March, 2018

31 August, 2018

(not 30 March, Good Friday)

27 April, 2018
25 May, 2018

28 September, 2018
26 October, 2018
30 November, 2018

