Fourth Sunday of Advent, Year B
23rd & 24th December 2017

Readers, Commentators, Eucharistic Ministers &
Offertory Processors over Christmas/New Years:

Thank you for continuing to support your parish in
this special way. The regular roster remains in effect
over the Christmas period.
Please check the roster and, if you are no longer
available on one of your rostered dates arrange a
replacement using the contact list provided with
the roster.
(A copy of the roster can be found on the website)
This is particularly important over the holiday period
as many of our regular volunteers will be away.
Thank you for your assistance.

Our Prayer
See Me, Hear Me
Gracious God provide us with a listening heart
that we see and hear the voice of each
of our children.
We ask you God to strengthen and guide
all in our Catholic communities.
Grant us the ability and time
to listen carefully when children come to us
seeking help.

May our institutions and families respect,
listen and do what is required to help
all children feel safe.
Help us to recognise the hurt felt by those
wounded initially by abuse then again
through the failure to be heard.
We stand in constant need of your healing and help.
Let your grace and love fall gently upon our children
giving them the inner strength, peace, and resilience
to seek out assistance when required.
We ask you God
to provide each us
with the wisdom
to involve children
in making institutions and
May the birth of the infant Jesus continue to be a source
of hope, wonder and peace for each of you. Wishing
everyone at St Columba’s Parish and their families a
Merry Christmas and a blessed 2018!

Parish Pastoral Council
Vision statement
To witness to the Gospel, through the power of the
Holy Spirit, to the eternal love of Christ; by building
and sustaining an open, welcoming and friendly
community in which people grow in their
relationships with God, each other and the wider
community.
Mission statement
The mission of St Columba's Parish Pastoral Council is
to:








welcome and embrace new parishioners;
support and direct the work of the Parish Priest,
Pastoral Associate, and parish groups;
support and encourage the people of St
Columba's parish;
provide vision and direction to the people of St
Columba's parish;
collaborate with the parish school;
give members of our parish community a voice;
and
empower people to lead and make positive
contributions to our parish and the wider
community.

To achieve this, we:





see;
judge;
act; and
review.







prayer and reflection;
our shared Catholic faith;
bringing Christ's love and grace to Leichhardt
and the broader community;
acting co-operatively as a group based on
participation and consensus, not factions or
parties; and
facilitating the spiritual growth of all under the
guidance of the Holy Spirit.

Members of the Pastoral Council are:
Fr Peter Smith Parish Priest
Bernard Ryan Principal
Nicola Connors Family Ed.
Chantal Nguyen Secretary
Renata Popovic-Tomac

Parish Details:
 213 Elswick St, North Leichhardt 2040
 (02) 9569 2267
(02) 9569 5381
 admin@stcolumba.org.au

Find us at
https://www.facebook.com/stcolumbasleichhardt/
www.stcolumba.org.au
Office Hours:
9:30am-2:30pm Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday
All bulletin notices to be in by 10am Thursday
(Please type or print your message clearly).
Parish Priest:
Fr Peter Smith ......  admin@stscolumba.org.au
Parish Office Administrator
Marcia Droguett ......  admin@stcolumba.org.au
St Columba’s School
Principal: Bernard Ryan ..................... 9569 1270

We, as a group, are fundamentally committed
to:


We acknowledge the traditional owners and custodians of the land on
which we stand. We walk on a land once occupied by the Gadigal People
of the Eora Nation, who lived in this area for over 30,000 years.
May we continue to love and respect the land as they have.

Adrian Overs
Dan O'Brien
Mark Breen
Carmel Reid
Vasile Tiano

Sunday Mass Times:
Saturday ............................................................ 5:00pm
Sunday ............................................................... 8:00am
........................................……..10:00am (Family Mass)

From Fr Peter’s
Desk…….
You may sometimes hear people say,

‘I always find Christmas Day
a lonely day.’
I think what they are really saying is:
‘I always feel lonely on Christmas Day.’
Loneliness is caused chiefly by two
things: absence and emptiness.
Let us spare a thought, a prayer, and
maybe a visit for someone who will
spend Christmas alone.
And if while spending Christmas in the
midst of others, we still feel lonely, let us
not be alarmed.
Our hearts are always longing for
something more, or rather,
for Someone else.
In every human heat there is an empty
chamber waiting for a guest. |
That guest is God.

Weekday Services:
Tuesday: 8:30am (Communion Service)
Friday:
8:45am (Rosary)
Friday:
9:15am (Mass)
Anointing Mass:
Last Friday of each month at 9:15am
Reconciliation:
Saturday at 4:30pm
Baptisms
1st Sunday of the month, except January. Please
email Marcia, admin@stcolumba.org.au, to
arrange an appointment prior.

This Week . . .
Tuesday:

No Communion Service until
February 2018

Friday:

No Rosary or Anointing Mass

Today’s Liturgy

Pope Francis says…

Entrance Antiphon:
Cf. Isaiah 45:8
Drop down dew from above, you heavens,
and let the clouds rain down the Just One;
let the earth be opened and bring forth a Saviour.
The “Glory to God in the highest” is not said.
1st Reading:

Romans 16:25-27

Gospel:

Anniversary: Vincenzo Giuseppe, Vince Restuccia,
Nora Watson, Capt Simon Brown
Vinnies Christmas Appeal
Do not forget, you can still contribute
to the Vinnies Christmas Appeal.

Please note:
Names will be removed from the sick list
after 2 months, unless parish office is notified.
We pray for all those who are sick, including:
Michael Brake, Leane Garner, Bill Patterson, Rosa
Maria Santos, Cienna Psaila, Terry Quailey, Patricia
O’Toole, Barry Furner, Ida Pavelka, Noeline Ashino,
Joan Windsor, Damian O’Neill, Raquel Bailey,
Fr John Milliken, Cale Pearson, Brian Fitzroy and
all those at The Marion Aged Care,
Lewisham Nursing Home and Annesley House

For all our Readers, Thank you for giving up your time to read at our Parish Masses.
Please find your current copies of ‘Break Open the Word’ in the sacristy for your collection.
ROSTER NEXT WEEKEND: 30th & 31st December 2017, Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph, Year B
Genesis 15:1-6, 21:1-3; Psalm 104:1-6, 8-9; Hebrews 11:8, 11-12, 17-19; Luke 2:22-40
SATURDAY
SUNDAY
5pm
8am
10.00am
Commentator
Anne-Marie Whelan
Maria Jenkins
David Cooper
Reader
Offertory
Ministers of the
Eucharist
Marion Aged Care
Minister

Mass during the Night

7:00 P.M.

9:00 A.M.

Marcia Barney

Ruth Kelly

Luise Guest

Dot New
Volunteer

Margaret Perry
Carmel Reid

Family Mass

Pat McDonald-Barbara
Bolster-Eve Reskakis

Janie De Beck
Bozena Zurek

Paula Ceroli
Catherine King

May the birth of Jesus bring new life and peace
to you, your families and our world.”
Fr Peter (from a very chilly Oxford.)

Parish Cuppa

New Years Day Mass
Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God

Dates for 2018

9:00 A.M

27/28 January 2018.

28/29 July 2018

24/25 February 2018

25/26 August 2018

24/25 March 2018

29/30 September 2018

28/29 April 2018

27/28 October 2018

26/27 May 2018

24/25 November 2018

23/24 June 2018
Anointing of the Sick
within Mass

ROCKY ROAD FOR REFUGEES (UNHCR)
A big thank you tor your support of the
ROCKY ROAD FOR REFUGEES project.
We raised over $3000 and our St Columba's
community contributed to over $750 of that total.
St Columba's community continues to live and demonstrate our motto of "Reaching Out to Others".
Thank you again for your generosity.
FLOWERS FOR CHRISTMAS
If you are able to donate towards
the ‘Flowers for Christmas” please see Gail
Herbert, or place an envelope on the collection
plate, marked “Flowers”. All donations are greatly
appreciated. Thank you in advance!
Vinnies Christmas Cards
For sale in the foyer of the Church
for $5 a pack.
Please leave the money in the poor box.

Thank you in advance.

Thursday 4th January 2018 - The Marion - Anne Marie Whelan

“Wishing you all a happy and blessed Christmas:
You are in my thoughts and prayers.

After all the Sunday Masses
on the last week-end of the month
(January to November).

Everyone associated with St Columba’s Parish would
like to thank Fr Michael for looking after us while Fr
Peter has been on Sabbatical. We are deeply grateful
for his wisdom and support, both during our Masses
and behind the scenes. We wish him all the best and
hope to see him at St Columba’s again

Luke 1:26-28

We remember all our deceased Relatives and
Friends……

5:00 P.M.

Monday, 1st January

Luke 1:38

Communion Antiphon:
Isaiah 7:14
Behold, a Virgin shall conceive and bear a son;
and his name will be called Emmanuel.

Children’s Mass

Christmas Day Mass

Responsorial Psalm:
Psalm 88:2-5, 27, 29
For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord..

Gospel Acclamation:
Alleluia, Alleluia!
I am the servant of the Lord:
may his will for me be done.
Alleluia!

Sunday, 24th December 2017

Monday, 25th December 2017

2 Samuel 7:1-5, 8-12

2nd Reading:

Nativity of the Lord

Woosh Care will be operating these school
holidays from 8th January. Flyers in the
foyer of the church & online @
www.whooshcare.com.au

The sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick is
celebrated on the last Friday of each month, during the
9.15 AM Mass. The dates for 2018 are:
26 January, 2018

29 June, 2018

23 February, 2018

27 July, 2018

23 March, 2018

31 August, 2018

(not 30 March, Good Friday)

27 April, 2018
25 May, 2018

28 September, 2018
26 October, 2018
30 November, 2018

