Third Sunday of Advent, Year B
16th & 17th December 2017

Pope Francis says…
Parish Pastoral Council
Vision statement
To witness to the Gospel, through the power of the
Holy Spirit, to the eternal love of Christ; by building
and sustaining an open, welcoming and friendly
community in which people grow in their
relationships with God, each other and the wider
community.
Mission statement
The mission of St Columba's Parish Pastoral Council is
to:



Readers, Commentators, Eucharistic Ministers &
Offertory Processors over Christmas/New Years:
Thank you for continuing to support your parish in
this special way. The regular roster remains in effect
over the Christmas period.
Please check the roster and, if you are no longer
available on one of your rostered dates arrange a
replacement using the contact list provided with
the roster.
(A copy of the roster can be found on the website)
This is particularly important over the holiday period
as many of our regular volunteers will be away.
Thank you for your assistance.







welcome and embrace new parishioners;
support and direct the work of the Parish Priest,
Pastoral Associate, and parish groups;
support and encourage the people of St
Columba's parish;
provide vision and direction to the people of St
Columba's parish;
collaborate with the parish school;
give members of our parish community a voice;
and
empower people to lead and make positive
contributions to our parish and the wider
community.

To achieve this, we:

** Christmas Liturgies—Call for Volunteers **



Christmas liturgies will be held at on
Sunday 24th December at 5pm (Children’s Mass)
and at 7pm, Christmas Eve
and on
Monday 25th December at 10am, Christmas Day



Please consider volunteering for a ministry at one of
our Christmas liturgies by putting your name against a
role on the sign up sheets on the notice board in the
foyer of the Church.
We especially encourage parishioners who have not
volunteered before to add their names. Many of our
regular ministers will be away and it is important that
our parish provides prayerful and well-organised
liturgies for our regular parishioners and for the many
visitors that our parish welcomes on this special feast.











 213 Elswick St, North Leichhardt 2040
 (02) 9569 2267
(02) 9569 5381
 admin@stcolumba.org.au
www.stcolumba.org.au

Find us at
https://www.facebook.com/stcolumbasleichhardt/
Office Hours:
9:30am-2:30pm Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday
All bulletin notices to be in by 10am Thursday
(Please type or print your message clearly).
Parish Priest:
Fr Peter Smith .......  admin@stscolumba.org.au
Parish Office Administrator
Marcia Droguett ...... admin@stcolumba.org.au
St Columba’s School
Principal: Bernard Ryan ....................  9569 1270

Weekday Services:

prayer and reflection;
our shared Catholic faith;
bringing Christ's love and grace to Leichhardt
and the broader community;
acting co-operatively as a group based on
participation and consensus, not factions or
parties; and
facilitating the spiritual growth of all under the
guidance of the Holy Spirit.

Members of the Pastoral Council are:
Fr Peter Smith Parish Priest
Bernard Ryan Principal
Nicola Connors Family Ed.
Chantal Nguyen Secretary
Renata Popovic-Tomac

Parish Details:

Sunday Mass Times:
Saturday ............................................................5:00pm
Sunday ............................................................... 8:00am
....................................... ……..10:00am (Family Mass)

see;
judge;
act; and
review.

We, as a group, are fundamentally committed
to:


We acknowledge the traditional owners and custodians of the land on
which we stand. We walk on a land once occupied by the Gadigal People of
the Eora Nation, who lived in this area for over 30,000 years.
May we continue to love and respect the land as they have.

Adrian Overs
Dan O'Brien
Mark Breen
Carmel Reid
Vasile Tiano

Tuesday: 8:30am (Communion Service)
Friday:
8:45am (Rosary)
Friday:
9:15am (Mass)

From Fr Peter’s
Desk…….
There is a world of difference between
joy and pleasure.
Pleasure can be planned.
Joy can’t be planned; it comes
unexpectedly, and is all the sweeter for
that.
Pleasure is immediate. Joy comes later
and sweetest joy of all is that which
follows pain.
Pleasure comes from saying ‘yes’ to our
selves.
Joy comes from saying ‘no’ to our
selves.
Pleasure is like a flare in the night:
it brightens things up for a while , but
when it’s over, we feel darker and
emptier than ever.
Joy, on the other hand, is like a bright
fire in the hearth;
even when it dies down, it leves a warm
glow behind it.

Anointing Mass:
Last Friday of each month at 9:15am
Reconciliation:
Saturday at 4:30pm
Baptisms
1st Sunday of the month, except January. Please
email Marcia, admin@stcolumba.org.au, to
arrange an appointment prior.

Marriages:
By Appointment, please email Marcia,
admin@stcolumba.org.au to arrange.
If you would like to contribute to the Parish Planned
Giving please speak to Fr Peter, or pick up a form in
the Church foyer or contact the office.

This Week . . .
Tuesday:

8:30am Communion Service
NB: last Communion Service until
February 2018

Thursday:

7:00 pm Mass of Reconciliation

Friday:

8:45am Rosary
9:15am Mass
NB: last until further February 2018
All Welcome

Today’s Liturgy

Gaudete Sunday

Entrance Antiphon:
Phil 4:4-5
Rejoice in the Lord always; and again I say, rejoice.
Indeed, the Lord is near.

The Latin word “gaudete” means “rejoice”, and this is
the first word of the Entrance antiphon for today.

The “Glory to God in the highest” is not said.
1st Reading:
Responsorial Canticle:
My soul rejoices in my God.
2nd Reading:

Is 61:1-2, 10-11
Lk 1:46-50, 53-54
Thess 5:16-24

Gospel Acclamation:
Alleluia, Alleluia!
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me;
he sent me to bring Good News to the poor.
Alleluia!
Gospel:

Is 61:1

Jn 1:6-8, 19-28

Communion Antiphon:
Cf. Is 35:4
Say to the faint of heart: Be strong and do not fear.
Behold, our God will come, and he will save us.
We remember all our deceased Relatives and
Friends……
Recently Deceased: Shirley Prideaux
Anniversary: Leo Sherley, Arthur Buckley, Ashley
Pereira, Arthur Buckley, & Megan Westlake

The Sunday liturgy turns from anticipating Christ’s
return in glory, his second coming, to anticipating the
celebration of his first coming as an infant in
Bethlehem.
The season of Advent originated as a fast of forty days
in preparation for Christmas, a penitential season
which made it a kind of counterpart to Lent.
Like Laetare (rejoice) Sunday, in Lent, Gaudete
Sunday provides a similar break about midway
through the season, and signifies the nearness of the
Lord's coming.
Please note:
Names will be removed from the sick list
after 2 months, unless parish office is notified.
We pray for all those who are sick, including:
Michael Brake, Leane Garner, Bill Patterson, Rosa
Maria Santos, Cienna Psaila, Terry Quailey, Patricia
O’Toole, Barry Furner, Ida Pavelka, Noeline Ashino,
Joan Windsor, Damian O’Neill, Raquel Bailey,
Fr John Milliken, Cale Pearson, Brian Fitzroy and
all those at The Marion Aged Care,
Lewisham Nursing Home and Annesley House

On Tuesday morning there was an incident in the Parish Car Park when a car that was attempting to park in the
parking bays accelerated and drove through the brick fence on Elswick Street. The car finished across the footpath
on Elswick Street. Thankfully there were no injuries from this incident and the driver was unharmed. In regards
to WHS, the matter will be investigated further. Ensuring the safety of the community is of utmost importance.

For all our Readers, Thank you for giving up your time to read at our Parish Masses.
Please find your current copies of ‘Break Open the Word’ in the sacristy for your collection.
ROSTER NEXT WEEKEND: 23rd & 24th December 2017, Fourth Sunday of Advent, Year B
2 Samuel 7:1-5, 8-12, 16; Psalm 88:2-5, 27, 29; Romans 16:25-27; Luke 1:26-28
SATURDAY
SUNDAY
5pm
8am
10.00am
Commentator
Loretto Richardson
Therese Briggs
Rosa Riotto
Reader
Offertory
Ministers of the
Eucharist
Marion Aged Care
Minister

John Arnold

Adrian Overs

Gordon Burke

Yvette Gerondeau
Imelda Consiglio

Maria Jenkins
Terri Macks

Family Mass

Eve Reskakis
Pat McDonald
Anne-Marie Whelan

Colleen Schneider
Belinda Morrissey

Dan O'Brien
Paula Ceroli
Catherine King

Thursday 28th December, 9:15am - Margaret Perry

Mass of Reconciliation
Thursday, 21st December

7:00 P.M.

4th Sunday of Advent
Saturday, 23rd December

5:00 P.M.

Sunday, 24th December

8:00 A.M.

Sunday, 24th December

10:00 A.M.

Nativity of the Lord
Sunday, 24th December 2017
Children’s Mass

5:00 P.M.

Mass during the Night

7:00 P.M.

Monday, 25th December 2017
Christmas Day Mass

9:00 A.M.

New Years Day Mass
Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God
Monday, 1st January

9:00 A.M

FLOWERS FOR CHRISTMAS
If you are able to donate towards the
‘Flowers for Christmas” please see Gail Herbert,
or place an envelope on the collection plate,
marked “Flowers”. All donations are greatly
appreciated. Thank you in advance!
“Wishing you all a happy and blessed Christmas: You are in my thoughts and prayers.
May the birth of Jesus bring new life and
peace to you, your families and our world.”
Fr Peter (from a very chilly Oxford.)
Vinnies Dates for your diary
Christmas Appeal & Hampers
Do not forget, you can still contribute to
the Vinnies Christmas Appeal.
17 December - Hamper delivery (Vinnies members
and Parishioners deliver all of the Vinnies Hampers)

Vinnies Christmas Cards
For sale in the foyer of the Church
for $5 a pack.
Please leave the money in the poor box.
Thank you in advance.

Advent Reflection Evenings
As we finish our year filled with
activities based on our theme of
‘footsteps’, you are welcome to
participate in a contemporary
Advent Reflection. Our final one is this Tuesday 19
December @ 7.00pm in the Hall.
As members of our St Columba’s community, we
belong to something much bigger than just our school
and parish –the way we live our lives every day and
the decisions we make are based on our
values, the values we read about in the bible.

You are welcome at our reflection evenings your church door is open!
***FINAL CALL ***
FOR CHILDREN’S NATIVITY PLAY
CHRISTMAS EVE, 5PM MASS
Sunday 17th December
COMPLUSARY REHERSAL - After 10am Mass
Sunday 24th December
Could all children please arrive dressed with their
costumes on top of their clothes
on the 24th December at 430pm

At the end of mass, please return costumes into tubs
provided which will be placed near the altar.
Thank you in advance for your participation
Rocky Road for Refugees
THIS WEEKEND!
Did you know that there are
65.6 million people forcibly
displaced in the world and UN
Refugee Agency (UNHCR) is one of the first on the
ground to give aid, assistance and continuing support.
I'm working with some friends to raise money for
UNHCR. We're doing this under the banner “Rocky
Road for Refugees.”
We are selling a variety of products and they include
Rocky Road (of course) Sweet Sanctuary (you'd
probably know it as white Christmas), jams & pickles.
I'll be selling our wares after Masses on
Saturday 16 December & Sunday 17 December
so there'll be other opportunities to help UNHCR and
satisfy your sweet tooth!!

If you'd like to know more please feel free to contact
Therese Briggs on 0409560232.
PS. A guilt free indulgence as you are helping others by
buying and supporting others in need.
Fr Michael

